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Those Sunday-schools have the happiest Christmas 
festival where the scholars are permitted to give gifts 
unto, and in the name of, the Holy Child Jesus, 
instead of receiving gifts for their own selfish use. 
There were never as many Sunday-schools in the 
practice of this better method, as in this current 
holiday season. Every experiment in its direction is 
an added illustration of its advantages, and a fresh 
proof of the truth, that “it is more blessed to give 
than vo receive.” 


Little things are often the hardest things. It is 
comparatively easy to do a momentary deed of daring 
that will startle everybody; it is not so easy to do 
little deeds of quiet courage from day to day, unheeded 
by all and unheeding all. Perhaps you are not called 
t v che great deed. But you are called every day to 
do the little deeds, which more surely wear out life and 
strength in the longrun. Be glad that you are called 
to this; for this is the harder task, and he who is 
faithful here, will not be unfaithful in the easier great 
things. 


Time is never lost which is spent in necessary prepa- 
ration, however simple or elementary that prepara- 
tion may be. Many a noble enterprise has fallen to 
the ground, simply because some one did not think 
it worth while to make those needful preparations, 
which, though they may seem to cause unnecessary 
delay at first, are essential to the complete success of 
the enterprise. It is a poor policy to attempt to save 
time in foundation-laying, for a mistake there may 
bring the whole building to the ground. There is a 
lesson for Sunday-school teachers, as well as for all 





other teachers, in this. If a teacher’s duties include 
preparation for lesson-teaching and the actual teach- 
ing of the lesson itself, and the teacher conclude that 
he has time for only one of these, it is commonly more 
profitable for him to choose the lesson-preparation, for 
then one person will be benefitted, whereas, in teach- 
ing without preparation, no one would be the better 
of it. And, after all, right preparation never occupies 
so much time as to leave no time for what comes after 
preparation ; for even if this life fails us, eternity is 
still ours. 


It often costs one quite a struggle to do his simple 
duty ; and when one does his simple duty in spite of 
his temriutions to do differently, he deserves credit 
for his doing. One has no need to live long in this 
world, before finv!ing out this truth. <A bright little 
boy about two and a uulf years old, recently showed 
that he apprehended it. He was on the eve of duing 
something that was very tempting to him. “ No, my 
son ; you mustn’t do that,” said his father. The little 
fellow looked as if he would like to do it in spite of 
his father’s prohibition; but he triumphed over his 
inclination, and answered resolutely: “ All right, 
papa, I won’t do it.” There was no issue there, and 
the father turned to something else. The boy waited 
a minute, and then said, in a tone of surprised inquiry : 
“ Papa, why don’t you tell me, ‘ That’s a good boy ’?” 
The father accepted the sugg»stion, and commended 
his son accordingly, A just recognition of a child’s 
well-doing is a parent’s duty ; even though¢he child’s 
well-doing ought not to hinge on such a recognition. 
And as with little folks, so with larger ones, Just 
commendation is every one’s due. Even our Lord 
himself has promised to say, “ Well done” to every 
loved one of his who does well. 


One of the negative blessings which Providence 
has conferred upon the human race is seen in the fact 
that man was not allowed to make himself. If a par- 
liament of men had been called before the creation 
of man, to decide upon the plan on which the new 
creature was to be built, it is nearly certain that one 
part of the race would have wanted to be all brain; 
another part, all heart; and a third, all stomach. 
Many of us are familiar with the saying of the skep- 
tical optician who declared that the human eye is a 
bungling piece of work; but not many of us would 
be willing to give up the “ bungling ” eyes which God 
gave us for the strictly artistic, but blind, eyes which 
this optician could give us. Professor Le Conte has a 
thought upon this subject in the January number of 
the North American Review. “ It was well observed 
by Locke,” he says, “ that an eye adapted to discover 
the intimate constitution of the atoms forming the hand 
of aclock, might be, from the very nature of the mechan- 
ism, incapable of informing us of the hour indicated 
by the same hand. A telescopic eye that. would 
enable us to see the details of structure on the surface 
of Jupiter or Saturn, would ill requite its owner for 
that ruder power which guides him through the town 
he inhabits, and enables him to recognize the friends 
who surround him.” We ought to be profoundly 
thankful that God has seen fit to give us the just bal- 
ance of powers which we now possess; and we may 
well remember when we are inclined to grumble at 
the lack of what we have not, that the addition of it 





might involve a greater loss, that would make our 
whole life fruitless and wretched. 


After all, the “ good old days” were very much 
like these days; and what difference there is between 
them seems to be one of degree rather than one of 
kind. Fifteen hundred years ago, Christians had to 
contend, as we have to contend to-day, against those 
who overestimate culture and underestimate religion, 
and against those who attempt to exclude the Creator 
from the creation, on the ground of their own petty 
science. Augustine, dead for more than fourteen 
centuries, poured out his soul against those who were 
then, as others. are now,“ more ashamed of the breach 
of grammar rules than [of the breach] of the law of 
God ;” and he might be describing some of the 
scientists of our day as well as some of his own day, 
when, addressing God, he says: “Neither art Thou 
found by the proud, though by their curious skill 
they number the stars and the sand, and measure out 
the celestial regions, and discover the courses of the 
planets. These things they search into by the mind 
and the wit which thou hast given them, and many 
things they have discovered, and foretold long before- 
hand—the eclipses of the sun and moon, what day, 
what hour, and in how many digits they should hap- 
pen; and then their calculation has been found true, 
and it has come to pass as they foretold. And they 
have left in writing rules which they have found out 
by their study, and they are read to this day ; and by 
them men still foretell what year, what month of the 
year, what day of the month, what hour of the day, 
and for.what part of its light, the sun or moon shall 
be eclipsed, and it happens punctually as it is fore- 
told. And these things the ignorant admire and 
stand amazed at; while they that know them rejoice, 
and are puffed up with them; and by their impious 
pride, departing from thee, and hiding thy light from 
themselves, they foresee the eclipses of the sun so long 
before, and see not their own which at present they 
suffer.” Looking back for fifteen centuries, we see 
how little Christianity need then have feared from its 
enemies. Fifteen centuries hereafter the servants of 
God will look back and wonder why some of us feared 
for Christianity now. 





THE SILENCE OF GOD. 


As the time drew near for the incarnation of 
Christ, the voice of God, which had spoken so long 
through prophet and psalmist, suddenly ceased to 
speak; and the period of open revelation was suc- 
ceeded by a long, unbroken silence of four hundred 
years. During our Lord’s lifetime on earth, the 
voice of God spoke aloud from the heavens more than 
once, in testimony to his Sonship; but when Christ 
passed out to Calvary—to the consummation of that 
sacrifice which taketh away the sins of the world, the 
voice of God was silent. From the ascension of 
Christ to the descent of the Holy Spirit, there was 
again no open divine sign of what was about to hap- 
pen; so that at each of the great crises in God’s 
government of the world, it seemed for a little as if 
there was a silence of preparation on the part of God, 
and a silence of expectant faith on the part of God’s 
waiting people. 

Thus it was in the past history of God’s people; 
thus, the prophecy hints, it will be in their future. 
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John saw, in the Apocalypse, the vision of a book 
with seven seals, which none but the Lamb could 
open. But when the seventh and last seal was 
opened, and the series thus brought to its culmina- 
tion, “there was silence in heaven about the space of 
half an hour.” 


‘To us who live more than eighteen hundred years 
after Christ spoke the promise that he would come 
again, the silences of the time may be most instruc- 
tive. As each succeeding year rolls round to the 
season which reminds us of the coming of our Lord, 
the question of a scoffing and self-sufficient culture 
becomes keener and more persistent. ‘ Where is the 
promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the 
beginning of the creation.” It is not that there is 
more infidelity in the world than ever before, or that 
there is more reason now than formerly to despair of 
the future of that spiritual kingdom against which 
the gates of hell shall not prevail; but it is that the 
anti-Christs who are already come into the world, 
seem better furnished than ever before for their war- 
fare against the faith. A Christless and selfish nat- 
uralism, hostile not only to Christianity, but to every 
form of religion, offers itself as a substitute for that 
reverent and loving trust in God which our Lord 
teaches ; a proud and frivolous literary culture an- 
nounces itself as the one sufficient object of life; a 
boasting science, which is baffled by a few red sun- 
sets, loudly proclaims that it has sounded the depths 
of the universe, and found no God. And the fruits 
of it all are evident. From over the seas comes the 
news of the gathering blackness: Europe is an armed 
camp; anarchy growls at our doors; and our modern 
civilization threatens, except grace prevent, to end in 
dynamite. Even nature seems to sympathize with 
the general uneasiness of society. The pestilence 
stalks abroad; and earthquakes leave their accus- 
tomed tracks, to shake portions of the earth hitherto 
accounted most stable. 


Yet in spite of the perplexity in church and state, 
no special voice of God makes itself heard, to con- 
found the skeptic, to cheer the believer, to preserve 
peace in the world, The hand of God is just as 
active in the world as ever; yet it is not so publicly 
and manifestly active as when, say, it held back the 
waters of Jordan for Israel to pass through, or when 
it smote the bewildered soldiers from their watch at 
the sepulchre. The world can even doubt whether 
miracles happen, or whether a Divine hand holds the 
course of things at all. The most logical thought of 
the baffled, unbelieving reasoner tends more and more 
to pessimism—to the dream of a world which is 
summed up in passionate, vain longing and blind 
pain. No audible voice from heaven speaks, to solve 
the difficulties of the men who have turned away from 
God ; and the Christian can only return to them the 
old answer of steadfast faith and hope—the story of 
God incarnate among men, of God our Saviour, who 
will one day return with a heavenly sign and with 
clouds of glory. . 


And yet the silence of God is rather a confirmatory 
sign of the coming of that Saviour than an argument 
against his coming. It is in the last days of Decem- 
ber when the sun is lowest in the sky, and nature 
seems most surely given over to death, that the up- 
ward movement which brings spring and summer 
begins. And yet the coldest and the dreariest season 
—the very depth of winter—comes just after the sun 
begins manifestly to climb the sky. Keble, in his 
hymn for the Second Sunday in Advent, applies this 
fact of nature to the signs of the times : 


“ Why, then, in sad and wintry time, 
Her heavens all dark with doubt and crime, 
Why lifts the Church her drooping head 
As though her evil hour were fled? 
Is she less wise than leaves of spring, 
Or birds that cower with folded wing? 
What sees she in this lowering sky 
To tempt her meditative eye? 


“She has a charm, a word of fire, 
A pledge of love that cannot tire; 








By tempests, earthquakes, and by wars, 
By rushing waves and falling stars, 

By every sign her Lord foretold, 

She sees the world is waxing old, 

And through that last and direst storm 
Descries by faith her Saviour’s form,” 


The silence of God is not impotence. So far from 
Christianity being an exhausted force in the world, 
Christianity has entered upon an era of unprecedented 
activity. Missionaries are carrying the glad news of 
salvation to every people under the sun. Christian 
evangelists cross from continent to continent, and stir 
the indifferent and careless in Christian lands into a 
holy zeal for Christ and his work. The gospel of 
purity is being carried into the slums of our great 
cities by men who are content to do the humblest 
work for Christ. There is a growing impatience with 
that type of religion which concerns itself solely with 
personal salvation, and refuses to move a finger for 
the salvation of others. The old party cries are get- 
ting to have less influence over Christian people ; 
there is an increasing willingness among all parties 
to join hands in thg fight against evil, a growing 
recognition of the fact that the soldiers of Christ, by 
whatever name they may be called, are friends to 
each other, not enemies. If the forces of Satan are 
active over all the earth, much more so are the forces 
of Christ. It is not to be counted among the least of 
Christian gains, that now at last the world is settling 
down more clearly than ever before into two great 
camps, confessing God, or denying him ; that now at 
last men are beginning to see that it must either be 
Christianity or nothing. The times are ripening 
onward to the coming of Christ, to the last great con- 
flict between good and evil, and the fina] overthrow 
of all enemies of our Lord. 

For the question of the fulfillment of the promise 
of the coming is not a question of human fidelity, but 
of Divine fidelity. ‘Nevertheless, when the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” Yes, 
he will ; but whether he does or not, he will certainly 
come. We are apt to think and speak too much, as 
if the final triumph of the Lord were in some wise 
dependent upon our faithfulness. Our own position 
in the last great separation may be affected by tnat ; 
but the certainty of our Lord’s coming remains stead- 
fast, whatever be the degree of our own faithfulness, 
or of our own unfaithfulness. It is we, and not the 
Lord, who have to gain all or lose all, according as 
our relation to Christ has been,—according as our 
relation to Christ is,—in that great day when “the 
Lord cometh with ten thousands of his. saints, to 
execute judgment upon all.” 

None of us knows how soon or how late that time 
may come. Many run to and fro, and knowledge is 
increased ; and the Divine silence which unbelievers 
mock at, may be the silence before the outburst of 
Christ's glory. Meanwhile, as in the early days of 
Christianity, it is the duty of every believer to wait 
hopefully for the coming of the Lord. It has not 
pleased the Father to make us to know the times and 
the seasons of the coming; it has pleased him that we 
should look for it hopefully, and be ready for it when 
it comes. It is not a thing with which we have no 
concern ; we shall see it, every one of us. Wherever 
there is a keen personal trust in the Saviour, there 
will be a joyous looking forward to the time of his 
coming—a willingness to hail his coming, though it 
should flash upon us this very day. He who has that 
living faith will have no faltering in his belief of the 
last promise of the New Testament, no fear to breathe 
anew its last prayer: 

“He, which testifieth these things saith, Yea: I 
come quickly. Amen, come, Lord Jesus.” 


“Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, : 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

“Oh, come, thou Rod of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan’s tyranny ; 





— — 


From depths of hell thy people save, 

And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel ! 


“Oh, come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds by night 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel ! 


“Oh, come, thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home ; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel / 


“Oh, come, oh, come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to thy tribes, on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel!” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


There is inevitably a tinge of sadness at the close of a 
year. The mistakes and failures of the past are sure to 
come to mind; and the waning opportunities of one’s 
usefulness inevitably stand out with a shadowing promi- 
nence. An editor cannot but reflect the sombreness of 
his meditations at such atime. In partial excuse for 
any gloominess of tone which may be recognized in the 
pages of The Sunday School Times just at present, we 
venture to lay before our readers a depressing communi- 
cation from a Connecticut correspondent, which tells its 
own story of disappointment and parting. Itis addressed 
to the Publisher, but it has its relatings to the Editor, as 
well. Here it is: 

NEw HAVEN, Conn., December 13, 1884. 

DEAR SiR: I believe you refused to take my advertisement 
of my Hair Tonic some time ago. 
to your paper is about run out. 
any longer. 


Therefore my subscription 
I have decided not to take it 
Yours, etc., 

C. W. PALMER. 

The logical connection between the first and second 
sentences of that letter is not obvious. How it follows 
that because the Hair Tonic advertisement was refused, 
“therefore,” the Hair Tonic maker’s subscription to 
The Sunday School Times “is about run out,” does not 
appear at first glance. If that subscription was already 
hanging by the hair, and the hair wasa little loose, then 
the application of the Hair Tonic to the columns of the 
paper might have saved it—the subscription we mean, 
not the paper. But, however that may be, the closing 
sentence of the letter settles the case for us. Mr. C. W. 
Palmer is not to be one of our readers “any longer,” 
and those who are our readers are not to be further 
enlightened as to his Hair Tonic. 


One way by which we are assured that a subject has 
been treated with fairness in these columns, is the com- 
ing in of protests from both sides alike, against the man- 
ner of its treatment here; especially when neither side 
claims that there has been a failure of positiveness in 
the teachings. The latest illustration on this subject is 
the comments made on the recent lesson from Proverbs 
about wine-using. How the letters multiply on this 
subject! Some of them claim that Dr. Green is too lax 
on the wine-question ; others, that he is too strict. Some 
of them think that Dr. Trumbull was too extreme; 
others think that he ought to have gone farther. We 
submit a few specimens, A Texas correspondent says: 

I have been very much aided ip the Sunday-school work 
by the comments found in The Sunday School Times, but I 
regret exceedingly to find the comments of Dr. Green, upon the 
lesson for December 7, so bitter against the cause of prohibition. 
Those few remarks of his in a religious and Sunday-school 
journal will do more to establish und uphold intemperance 
than a whole volume of moral-suasion arguments will] counter- 
act. ... Ask him to read Exodus 12: 15, 19, 20, carefully, and 
if nothing leavened or fermented was allowed at the Passover, 
would it not be sacrilege to say that our Lord sent out and pro- 
cured fermented wine to celebrate that feast? Dr. Green does 
know, or at least ought to know, that the ancients, both Jews 
and other nations, did call the unfermented juice of the grape by 
a name which, translated into English, is wine, and that their 
word for the fermented juice of the grape has also been trans- 
lated wine, and that to say that our Lord turned water into 
alcoholic wine, or that he used alcoholic wine at the Supper, is 


_| to encourage drunkenness. 


In response to this, it is sufficient to say that Dr. 
Green did not mention “ the cause of prohibition,” nor 
say anything that could fairly be taken as applying to 
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it—antess it be in conjunction with his unqualified dec- 
laration concerning all kinds of intoxicants; that “there 
are two good and scriptural reasons for refraining from the 
use of such drinks altogether asa beverage.” This in itself 
would, as we see it, justify the legal prohibition of the sale 
of such drinks for such a purpose, by those who accept it 
asatruth. Dr. Green did say, however, in thatconnection, 
that the claim that it is “a sin per se [in and of itself | to 
drink wine,” is not tenable; and in this we agree with 
him, while we also believe that, toa truly enlightened 
mind, a practice which is not a sin per se may be 
sinful through its gross violation of the demands of 
expediency. Thus, the eating of cabbage is not asin 
per se; but if, in cholera times, a physician should tell 
his patient that a plate of cabbage would greatly imperil 
his life, it would be sinful for the patient who believed 
it, to take that risk unnecessarily. Our correspondent’s 
suggestion about a non-fermented “wine” in ancient 
times, is based on an entire misconception of the facts. 
Neither classic writers, nor biblical ones, recognize 
any such thing as unfermented “wine.” The Jews 
know nothing of a thing of that sort nowadays. They 
knew nothing of such a thing in olden time. But all that 
does not make wine-drinking on our part a duty; nor 
does it in itself prove that wine-drinking on our part is 
either safe or allowable. It shows that it is not a sin 
per se. It does not show that it is not sinful. 

But over against this Texas protest, and others of simi- 
lar character, there comes one of another kind, from an 
earnest Christian worker in Pennsylvania, claiming that 
the whole drift of Dr. Green’s scholarly notes, and of Dr. 
Trumbull’s “flippant” remarks on this subject, tend to 
the undue uplifting of the doctrine of Christian “ expe- 
diency.” His communication is quite too long for 
printing in full, but its main point is worthy of comment. 
After showing that the Bible does make total abstinence 
a specific command, binding alike on all, he says: 

There are those, however, who, while freely admitting the 
above as the scriptural view, still deem it expedient to refrain 
from wine at all times, on account of either the danger of its 
abuse, or out of Christian charity for others. Expediency is 
made a great law of Christian life, and we are exhorted to fol- 
low his guidance.... Let us see how his picture will look 
among the Christian graces. Add to your faith, virtue; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance; and to 
temperance, patience; and to patience, godliness; and to god- 
liness, expediency; and to expediency—— Expediency, al- 
though a good common soldier, is not one of David’s chief 
mighty men. 

But is not Christian “expediency” a prominent Chris- 
tian grace? The Greek word (sumpherd) translated “ expe- 
dient” in our New Testament, means “to bear together.” 
It includes the idea of action with reference to others as 
well as to ourselves, and again it applies to the better way, 
where we haveachoice. Our Lord uses it with reference 
to his going away from his disciples for a season, also 
where he says, that “it is better [sumpherei, it is expedi- 
ent] for thee to enter into life halt or maimed,” etc. Paul 
brings it right down to such a case as the one now in 
discussion, and says emphatically, that we must recog- 
nize expediency as mandatory in some things where no 
generic law exists. “All things are lawful; but all 
things are not expedient. All things are lawful; but all 
things edify not. Let no man seek his own, but each his 
neighbor’s good.” And again this duty is emphasized in 
its spirit, in the injunction: “‘ Bear ye one another’s bur- 
dens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” The duty to act 
on the principle of expediency—of regard for the inter- 
ests of others, in our choices—is as obligatory as any 
other duty, and its recognition is in itself a virtue. 

As to this whole question of total abstinence, the posi- 
tion of The Sunday School Times is well defined and 
‘easily stated. While we do not find total abstinence 
specifically commanded in the Bible, we do not find it 
prohibited there. Christian liberty includes the liberty 
to let alone as well as the liberty to use. While wine- 
drinking is not a sin per se, it may be.sinful. We believe 
that wine-drinking is in itself too dangerous to be prac- 
tised by any person at the present time; too dangerous to 
one’s self, and too dangerous as anexample. We believe 
that the command, “ Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God,” covers the principle which makes it wrong for any 
one of our readers to cast himself off from the safe pin- 
nacle of total abstinence, in the hope of being kept from 
destruction by a special commission of angels. We 
believe that a due regard to one’s Christian brethren, or, 
in other words, to the high virtue of “expediency,” lays 
upon every Christian believer the duty of exercising his 
Christian liberty of letting liquor alone, lest his example 
should be a stumbling-block to his weaker brethren—if 
there be any weaker than himself. We do not expect 
all our readers to agree with us; but we do hope they 
will understand us. 





CHRISTMAS CAROL. 
BY ALEXANDER R. THOMPSON, D.D. 


Out in the fields near Bethlehem, 
By night the Jewish shepherd 
Watched o’er his flock, lest upon them 
Might lion come, or leopard. 
There came no beast, but in the east, 
Amid the starlight slender, 
All in surprise he saw arise 
A star of radiant splendor, 


It could not be the evening star, 
That in the west was blazing; 
This in the east o’er Jordan far 
Shone with a light amazing. 
Their eyes so oft had seen aloft 
Each flame-clad heavenly ranger, 
That each they knew by token true, 
But no one knew this stranger. 


And while they looked with bated breath, 
And at the marvel wondered, 

And were it sign of life or death 
With growing terror pondered, 

Lo, suddenly, there seemed to be 
A door set open o’er them, 

And robed in white an angel bright 
Came down, and stood before them. 


“Fear not, behold I bring,” said he, 
“Good news of greatest wonder 

To you, and people all that be 
This heaven of glory under. 

For word I bring that Christ your king 
In heavenly love and pity, 

This day on earth has had his birth 
In David’s ancient city.” 


Then instantly it seemed as though 
The heavens were all on fire, 
And down there marched in rank and row, 
A glory-mantled choir, 
Who stood and sang till echo rang,— 
So runs the ancient story,— 
That peace again had come to mea, 
And unto God all glory 





CHRISTMAS AT MOUNT VERNON, 1783. 


BY BENSON J. LOSSING, LL.D. 


One of the most joyous holidays ever experienced at 
Mount Vernon was Christmas Day, 1783, a month after 
the last armed British soldier left our shores. Washing- 
ton had just resigned his commission as commander-in- 
chief of the victorious armies which had fought for our 
independence, and had arrived at his seat on the Poto- 
mac on the afternoon of Wednesday, the day before 
Christmas, accompanied by valued military friends. He 
had been at home only twice since the summer of 1775, 
or more than eight years, and each time on a hurried 
visit. How he valued the privilege of release from press- 
ing public cares and exhausting labor, and enjoyed the 
anticipation of rest and domestic felicity, may be inferred 
from letters written to friends at about that time. To 
Governor George Clinton he wrote on the 28th of 
December: 

“ After as prosperous a journey as could be expected 
at this season of the year, I arrived at my seat the day 
before Christmas, having previously divested myself of 
my official character. I am now a private citizen on the 
bank of the Potomac. . . . The scene is at last closed. 
I feel myself eased of a load of public care. I hope to 
spend the remainder of my days in cultivating the affec- 
tions of good men, and in the practice of the domestic 
virtues.” 

To the Marquis de Lafayette he wrote on the first of 
February foliowing: 

“ At length, my dear Marquis, I am become a private 
citizen, on the bank of the Potomac; and under the 
shadow of my own vine and fig-tree, free from the bus- 
tle of a camp and the busy scenes of public life. . . . I 
have not only retired from public employments, but I 
am retired within myself, and shall be able to view the 
solitary walks and tread the paths of private life with a 
heartfelt satisfaction. Envious of none, I am deter- 
mined to be pleased with all; and this, my dear friend, 
being the order of my march, I will move gently down 
the stream of life until I sleep with my fathers.” 

It was at noon on Tuesday, December 23, that Wash- 
ington resigned his commission into the hands of Con- 
gress, from whom he received it. The interesting scene 
attending that resignation took place in the Senate 
Chamber of the old Maryland State House (yet standing) 
at Annapolis, in which Congress had assembled for this 
occasion. Washington, with dignity and much feeling, 
delivered a short speech, and then handed his commis- 


sion to General Mifflin, the president of Congress, who 
made an eloquent response. This scene was witnessed 
by Mrs. Washington and other ladies seated in the little 
gallery at the end of the chamber. The general imme- 
diately retired ; and, after dining with a few friends, he 
and Mrs. Washington departed in their chaise, drawn 
by spirited horses, on their joyous journey homeward. 
They were accompanied some distance by the governor 
of Maryland (William Paca) and his suite, and on the 
whole journey by Colonels Walker, Humphrys, and 
Smith, and “Billy,” Washington’s favorite body- 
servant, who had attended him during the entire strug- 
gle for independence. 

This escort traveled on horseback. The party 
arrived at the little village of Queen Anne (then a noted 
tobacco depot at the head of the navigable waters of the 
Patuxent River) at twilight, and passed the night there. 
At dawn the next morning they set out for Georgetown, 
where they crossed the Potomac, rode on to Alexandria, 
and partook of an early dinner; and towards evening 
they reached the boundaries of the Mount Vernon 
estate. They soon came to the cottage of Thomas 
Bishop, an honored pensioner of the master of Mount 
Vernon, then a venerable white-haired mulatto, over 
fourscore years of age. His house had been built for his 
use several years before, and he was made overseer of 
one of the farms. Billy had ridden forward to apprise 
Bishop of the approach of the travelers, and as the 
horses of the chaise were reined up at the door of the 
cottage, there stood the veteran, erect as a pine, and 
dressed in his full regimentals which he wore at the 
“defeat of Braddock.” Lifting his cocked hat, he gave 
the whole party a graceful military salute. Then he 
grasped the hand of the beloved master, and kissed that 
of the mistress, while his pretty daughter, with eyes 
filled with tears of gladness, dropped a modest courtesy. 

Bishop was born in England, became the body-servant 
of General Braddock in the wars on the continent, came 
with him to America, and held the general in his arms 
when the latter fell, mortally wounded, on the field of 
Monongahela, In that fearful fight Washington was 
the only one of the sixty-five British officers who was 
not wounded or slain, and he saved the remnant of the 
army by a judiciously managed retreat. As his life was 
ebbing, Braddock said to Bishop: “ You are getting too 
old for war. LI advise you to stay in America, and go 
into the service of Colonel Washington. Be as faithful 
to him as you have been to me, and, rely upon it, the 
remainder of your life will be prosperous and happy.” 
Bishop heeded the general’s advice, became the trusted 
body-servant of Washington until the Revolution, mar- 
ried, and settled in the cottage just mentioned. 

Billy had again hastened forward, and heralded the 
return of the general to the household and the cabins 
near by.- It was just at sunset of a mild day when they 
arrived. From every point came servants, young and 
old, with joyful faces to welcome the return of their 
beloved master. The younger ones looked upon him in 
wonder, for they had never seen him before; the older 
ones looked upon his face with sorrow, for he was much 
older, in appearance, than when he went away. His 
military attendants gave their bridles to willing grooms; 
and all were received into the mansion by two young 
ladies and their mother, of Fredericksburg, friends of 
family, who had been invited to spend the happy Christ- 
mas at Mount Vernon. 

The mansion was smaller than the present one, which 
was built the next year, and it was crowded with guests 
that night. Christmas Eve was spent most joyfully 
within and without. Until nine o’clock the men- 
servants kept up a feu de joie with guns and pistols, and 
made the air musical with fiddle and banjo; and all of 
them, men, women, and children, were made happy with 
an abundance of spiced metheglin and cakes. 

The officers, Colonels Walker, Humphreys, and Smith, 
who had attended Washington on his journey home, as 
a guard of honor and his guests, were young men. 
Walker and Humphreys were thirty years of age, and 
| Smith was twenty-eight. They had all served on Wash- 
ington’s staff, and were accomplished gentlemen and 
charming members of any social circle. Walker after- 
wards became the manager of the Earl of Bute’s large 
estates in Central New York; Humphreys, a few years 
later, was an American diplomatist abroad, and ranks 
among the best of our minor poets; and Smith became 
John Adams’s Secretary of Legation in England, in 1785, 
and married his only daughter. When, two days after 
this notable Christmas festival, Walker and Smith 
departed from Mount Vernon, the former bore to Gov- 
ernor Clinton the letter quoted from at the beginning of 
this paper. He also bore letters from Washington to 
the president of each State Society of the Cincinnati, 
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eastward of Virginia, appointing a meeting of the gen- | has raised up worthy studonta of these writings of Wiclif, 


eral society in May following, of which the great patriot 
was president. Humphreys remained a little longer. 
The nearer neighbors of Washington, and friends at 
Alexandria, apprised of his return home, called at Mount 
Vernon on Christmas Day to congratulate iim on the 
bright prospects of their common country, and the termi- 
nation of his great and successful labors, and to give 
him a heartfelt welcome. The servants of the large 
estate were the earliest callers. It was the beginning of 


their week of merriment and exemption from work, | 


according to custom, and they were all in their best 
attire. They departed, each with a gift and a heart full 
of detight. The venerable Bishop and his daughter 
came in a wagon just at sunrise, sure of finding the mas- 
ter and mistress astir. They were the first to give the 
master a respectful salutation, and to receive from the 
mistress kind words on the usual bountiful dole for their 
Christmas dinner. From noon until twilight, visitors 
came and went, some returning home by the light of the 
young moon, then in its first quarter. 

One of the young ladies (Miss Lewis) from Fredericks- 
burg, writing to a friend a few days afterwards, said : 

“T must tell you whata Charming Christmas day I spent 
at Mount Vernon with Mamma and Sally. The Gen’! 
and Madame came home on Christmas Eve, and such 
a racket the servants made, for they were so glad of their 
coming! Three handsome young officers came with 
them. All Christmas afternoon people came to pay their 
Respects and Duty. Among them were stately Dames 
and gay young Women. The Gen’! seemed very happy ; 
and Mrs. Washington was busy from Day-brake making 
everything as agreeable as possible for everybody. 

“Among the most notable of the callers was Mr. 
George Mason, of Gunston Hall, who was on his way 
home from Alexandria, and who brought a charming 
grand-daughter with him, about fourteen years old. 
He is said to be one of the greatest Statesmen and 
wisest Men in Virginia. We had heard much of him, 
and were delighted to look in his Face, hear him Speak, 
and take his Hand, which he offered in a courtly manner. 
He is straight in Figure but not tall, and has a grand 
Head and clear grey Eyes. He has very few white hairs, 
although they say his is almost sixty years old. 

“T have so much to tell you about this Christmas, that 
T must leave the rest of the Story until I can speak it in 
your Ears, which I hope will be soon. 

“From your loving 
“ BESSIE.” 

Washington sought rest at Mount Vernon. Nature 
seemed to sympathize in his great desire, for on the 
morning of Saturday, the 27th, when Colonels Walker 
and Smith departed for home, the weather was very cold, 
and was followed by a heavy snow-storm. For several 
weeks Mount Vernon was completely snow-bound. In 
his letter to Lafayette on the first of February, already 
quoted from, Washington wrote: ‘On the eve of Christ- 
mas I entered these doors an older man by nine years 
than when I left them. Since that period we have been 
locked up in frost and snow, and excluded, in a manner, 
from ail kinds of intercourse.” 

When the “sweet influences of the Pleiades” had 
«osed “the bands of Orion” in the spring of 1784, 
Washington wrote to Madame Lafayette, whose husband 
expected soon to revisit America, to come with him. 
“Come, then, let me entreat you,” he wrote, “and call 
any cottage your home; for your own doors do not open 
to you with more readiness than mine would. You will 
see the plain mamner in which we live, and meet with 
rustic civility; and you shall taste the simplicity of 
rural life. It will diversify the scene, and may give you 
a higher relish for the gaieties of the court when you 
return to Versailles.” 





THE LESSONS OF JOHN WICLIPF’'S LIFE. 
BY THE REV. JOHN L. EWELL. 


The date of Wiclif’s birth cannot be exactly deter- 
mined, but there is no doubt that he died December 31, 
1884. Hence the occurrence of the five-hundredth 
anniversary ef his death has led to a wide-spread com- 
memoration of the man. This attention is stimulated 
the more by the great amount of new information con- 
cerning him which modern research has unearthed. 

Through Richard the Second’s good queen, Anne of 
Bohemia, the teachings of John Wiclif were carried to 
Anne’s native country, where the good seed found a pre- 
pared soil. Far more of Wiclif’s writings (of those in 
Latin, at least, which were much more voluminous than 
those in English) were preserved there than in his own 
country, where for more than a hundred years they were 
devoted to the knife and the torch. A kind Providence 


which have been preserved in Germany, just in time for 
his quincentennary. Professor Lechler, of Leipzig, has 
given us, within a few years, our best life of Wiclif, 
although it does not supersede Dr. Vaughan’s loving 
and minute delineations. 

It is not the aim of this article to outline Wiclif’s life, 
but to emphasize a few of its facts. 

John Wiclif was a thorough Anglo-Saxon. He sprung 
from an old Saxon family of Yorkshire, the most thor- 
oughly Saxon part of England. So he belongs to 
America as truly as to England, and ought to be honored 
as highly here as there. 

Wiclif’s training was long and thorough. For some 
twenty-five years, or from about 1335 until 1361, he 
appears to have been a student at Oxford. It was an 
age of great universities, and Oxford was then the 
literary capital of Europe. In this long period of 
obscurity he mastered the science and the philosophy of 
his day, so that his intellectual pre-eminence was 
unquestioned by his foes. 

The thorough education of most of the ablest workers 
unto the kingdom of God is significant. The Pauls and 
the Wiclifs, the Luthers, Wesleys, and Edwardses, have 
been men of well-trained minds as well as consecrated 
hearts. The young man who chafes at a ten years’ 
course of study for the ministry may learn patience from 
such examples. 

John Wiclif was a patriot. His first prominent public 
appearance was in 1366 in resistance to the Pope’s 
demand of Peter’s pence from the English crown; and 
eight years later his name stood second on an embassy 
to meet the representatives of Rome at Bruges, to gain 
relief for his country from papal extortions. His work 
on this embassy made one of the most picturesque and 
interesting chapters of his life. His commission took 
him to a busy centre of trade and politics and manufac- 
tures, and brought him into contact with the friends and 
the foes of after years. 

It shows the promptness of the man that he embarked 
the day after he was commissioned ; and his conscientious 
accuracy, that he rendered an exact account of his 
expenses, even to a penny. The ardor with which he 
defended the rights of his king and his nation against 
Rome’s boundless greed, illustrates the patriotism which 
should always mark the scholar and the Christian. 

Wiclif’s opinions were a growth. From the first he 
had a singular regard for the Scriptures, and he was 
ever discovering things new as well as old in that store- 
house. To one who ignores the growth of Wicklif’s 
spiritual insight, he will seem inconsistent and self-con- 
tradictory. As the champion of crown and people 
against Rome, he had been backed by prince and peas- 
ant, but his fidelity to the leadings of God’s word and 
Spirit brought him where he stood alone, so far as the 
ruling elements of the nation were concerned. 

When his old friend John of Gaunt bade him submit, 
and his fellow-reformers bowed their heads to the storm 
and he wassilenced in his beloved Oxford, and descended 
from his chair, saying: ‘‘ Nevertheless, I think the truth 
will conquer,” the moral greatness of the man shone 
out as it never could in the days of his popularity. 

John Wiclif was no mere iconoclast, but a master- 
builder as well. ‘ To bring all men back to the law of 
Christ’ was the vast and simple aim that he came to 
cherish. The means on which he relied were giving the 
people “ the law of Christ” in their own tongue to read, 
and faithful preachers to proclaim it everywhere. Hence 
sprung the greatest work of his life,—the translation of 
the whole Bible into English. This was its first trans- 
lation into our vernacular; and while many times revised, 
it will never besuperseded. It gave shape and character 
to our English tongue above all other influences. 

It would be pleasant were there space to tell what 
pains were taken to multiply copies of the new transla- 
tion, and how eagerly the whole of it and smal] portions 
according to the purchaser’s means were welcomed in 
palace and hut. The “ poor preacher” went forth from 
under Wiclif’s hand and with the new text-book in his 
possession, everywhere, unti] England was leavened with 
the blessed doctrine. 

The Word and its preacher were almost the final gifts 
of Wiclif to his countrymen. 

For some two years, in addition to superintending the 
revision and circulation of his Bible and the training of 
his “evangelist men,” he performed the humble duties 
of a village pastor—so faithfully, that he is supposed to 
have been in Chaucer’s eye when he described that 

“pore persoun of a toun” who taught 
“‘ Cristes lore, and his apostle twelve, 
-.. and ferst he followed it himselve.”’ 





Throughout these years John Wiclif was in constant 


expectation of martyrdom, but his enemies were not 
allowed to touch a hair of his head. He entered into 
rest December 31, 1384. 

The mental and spiritual pre-eminence of Wiclif 
appears in the fact that he attained and maintained a 
body of truth that was a hundred ‘and fifty years in 
advance of his time. It would seem that his memory 
ought to be especially cherished by those who have the® 
privilege of teaching that word of life which he fol- 
lowed so loyally, and gave to our Anglo-Saxon race in 
our own tongue, 





CHRISTMAS. 
BY WILLIAM W. GAY. 


Swing, swing, O Christmas bell ! 
The children’s hearts are merry, 
Your silver chimes to hear— 
But sadly sweet and plaintive, 
They fall upon my ear. 
For joy with sorrow strives to sway 
My heart upon this Christmas Day. 
Swing, swing, O Christmas bell | 
’Tis well! ’tis well! 


Soft, soft, O Christmas bell | 
For, oh! the gates of heaven 
Swing wide on Christmas Day, 
And all the blesséd angels 
Come down to earth, they say. 
I feel soft arms about me now, 
My mother’s kiss upon my brow. 
Soft, soft, O Christmas bell ! 
Tis well! ’tis well! 


Ring, ring, O Christmas bell! 
Be merry, little children, 
’Tis right it should be so; 
For you the Christmas tree is hung, 
For you the hearth-fires glow. 
But years bring tears, ah! well-away ! 
And tears will come on Christmas Day. 
. Still swing, O Christmas bell ! 
Tis well! tis well! 





A LETTER ABOUT CHRISTMAS TO 
PRIMARY TEACHERS. 


BY MRS. W. F. CRAFTS, 


DEAR TEACHER FRIENDS: 

In great expectation of Christmas, your class-rooms 
are crowded; absentees are in their places, and many 
strange little forms and faces are there. 

Do not, I beg of you, think of these new-comers as 
little “tramps,” and cast cold looks upon them, or say 
sharp and distrustful words about them, if not to them. 
But rather rejoice that a favoring wind is filling the 
sails of the gospel ship, and instead of going out to seek 
those whom you would save, they are brought to you. 

Do not say, or even think, of these little strangers 
“Oh, they’ll be gone as soon as Christmas is over!” but 
rather be determined to hold fast all that the season 
gives you. Make it hard for them to get away, by your 
loving solicitude and persistent watch fulness. 

If you find them to be “ rounders,” inform the superin- 
tendent or primary teacher of the Sunday-school where 
they belong. Rightly viewed, Christmas should be looked 
upon as the recruiting season of the year. “ Loaves and 
fishes” has become a proverbial phrase since the multi- 
tude was fed by the Lord Jesus. Very possibly some 
who listened to his teachings followed him because they 
expected something from him. Christ, the model 
Teacher, did not hesitate to feed any whom a wrong 
motive had brought into his presence. He tried to do 
good to the bodies and the souls of all. 

Make it your special care, teachers, to find out all 
you can about these little strangers. In the first place, 
get their names and residences; call at their homes 
before the Christmas festival, and, after Christmas, let 
an absence of a single Sunday be the occasion of another 
call. If you think you have too much to do to take up 
this special work, you cannot be without a friend who 
will gladly render you aid in such an emergency. So 
much for this point. 

What are you going to do to put the true spirit of 
Christmas into the hearts of your little pupils? The 
majority of them, probably, think of it as the day when 
“we get such lots of nice things.” Just asa child may 
hold a penny over its eye and shut out the sight of all 
surroundings, so may the thought of a good time at the 
festival, or the hope of a little present, entirely eclipse 
the grand fact of the Christ-child and his coming to 
earth. Endeavor to keep thoughts about getting some- 
thing in the background. Lead the children to know 





and feel that they should keep the birthday of Jesus 
with great gladness, because his coming saves both their 
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bodies and their souls. Tell them that in lands where 
the people have not learned about Jesus, little children 
are often sacrificed to idols, and are likely to be killed 
if they are weak or sickly. Make them thoroughly 
understand that only where Jesus is worshiped, are 
little children safe; and that therefore at Christmas 
time they ought to pray, and to give money too, that the 
good news about Jesus may be sent to heathen lands. 
A Christmas leaflet has been issued by the National 
Primary Union, which contains a large number of sug- 
gestions about how to make Christmas profitable and 
attractive to little children in the Sunday-school. A 
one-cent stamp sent to the secretary and treasurer, Mr. 
Frank Hamilton, Navy Department, Washington, will 
secure a copy of the leaflet. 

Above all things, do not let Santa Claus eclipse the 
Christ. I am sorry that this jolly old fellow has found 
his way into the Sunday-school. He works confusion, 
not only at the Christmas festival, but in the minds of 
the children as well. A little girl) who had come to 
realize that there was no Santa Claus,—a sad time to 
any child—puckered up her lips as if to cry, and, with 
anxious looks, sobbed out, “Isn’t there any Jesus 
either?’”’ No wonder that she was in doubt; for by the 
same teacher’s lips, and in the same place, she had been 
taught about both Santa Claus and Jesus. 

But even when children’s minds are not thus befogged, 
they are frequently misled by having gifts made to them 
in the name of Santa Claus. How much better to go 
back to the German idea, which is represented by a fig- 
ure of the Christ-child at the top of the Christmas tree. 

Tn all that you do at this glad season, try to strengthen 
the bond of love and gratitude between the children and 
him who came to earth to be their Saviour. 








BELLS OF THE DAWN. 
BY HANNAH CODDINGTON, 


Break out into ringing, 
And lead the earth’s singing, 
O bells of the dawn! 
Ring in the glad morn 
When Jesus was born! 
Be liquidly swelling, 
And joyously telling, 
“ He cometh, the Christ-child, Redeemer, and King.’ 


Behold, from the portals 

Of heaven, immortals 
Descending to earth, 
With news of his birth. — 

. With what lively mirth, 
Floats o’er this terrestrial, 
From choirs celestial, 
“ Love, peace, and all honor be unto our King!” 


Robe, robe thee in glory, 
To welcome the story, 
O brown earth and bare! 
In snow garments fair, 
With evergreens rare, 
Cease, cease not your crying, 
With life for the dying, 
“He cometh, the Christ-child, Redeemer, and King ”’ 


Wake souls, from your slumbers! 

Pour forth golden numbers, 
In praise of his name. 
Give thanks that he came, 
Give hearts all aflame, 

With love and devotion,— 

Each holy emotion 

To Jesus, the Christ-child, Redeemer. and King. 





FIDELITY TO ONE'S SELF. 


BY MRS. HELEN H. 8, THOMPSON, 


Nature has a lesson for every circumstance The love 





that will be annihilated rather than prove treacherous: 
the will that insists on rising superior to circumstances; 
that courage which refuses to be overcome by difficulties, | 
or daunted though born under an ill star; and that | 
fidelity to one’s own character that results in a life true 
to its highest ideal,—is beautifully shadowed forth far up | 
the sides of the Alps. 
The Alpine rose is a most interesting little flower. It | 
is found as far up the mountains as anything can live, | 
and is often seen springing out of the flinty débris of a | 
glacier. The courage of the little flower touches one’s | 
heart. So desperate are its circumstances that it can | 
hardly attain the form of a rose. It grows upon a 
dwarfed, shaggy little stem, made tough by tempest. | 
Still it seems to have no thought of yielding. Its aim-is | 
to be arose. It struggles after its ideal of integrity. 
One feels a sense of shame in comparing the bravery of | 
the Alpine tree with one’s own lack of courage and one’s | 





own infidelity to one’s best convictions. To adopt the 
principle of the mountain rose, would make a man great. 
To struggle after honor and holiness in a world where 
these are so difficult of attainment,—is it not this which 
makes the hero and the saint? 

The sainted Dr. McLeod uses the Scotch blue-bell 
as a choice illustration of this fidelity to one’s self. 
How long has that bell been ringing its fragrant music, 
and swinging forth its unheard melodies, amid brackens 
and briars, and that world of poetic wild-scents and 
forms—so many, so beautiful, which a tangled bank 
over a bubbling brook, amid leafy woods, discloses? 
That bell was ringing merrily when Adam and Eve 
were married. It chimed its dirge over Abel, and has 
never failed to perform the mysteries of its nature while 
Nineveh and Babylon have come and gone, and empires 
have lived, and died forever. Amidst all revolutions 
of heaven and earth; hurricanes and earthquakes; floods 
and fires; invasions and dispersions; signs in the sun, 
moon and-stars; perplexity and distress of nations, this 
fragile bell has swung on undaunted, ‘“ This head, 
though drooping, has not broken ; its stalk, though frail, 
still stands erect!” 

Oh, soul of mine, what instance have we here, of 
fidelity, in living out the life for which it was intended, 
in being true to its own nature and its Creator! ‘“ The 
blue-bell will sing on with its own woodland music, to 
all who can hear its spirit-song, till time shall be no 
more.” ‘ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—___—__——_. 


THE STORY OF A POCKET-BOOK. 
BY MRS. C. EMMA CHENEY. 
Christmas was very near. Eager crowds thronged the 


streets or elbowed each other at piled-up counters. It 
was a dull, chilly afternoon, and perhaps the few gas- 


jets that twiukled here and there made it seem really 


later than it was. At any rate, two women anxiously 
pressed their way out of a crowded shop with a sense of 
being belated. 

“ Patty will be getting hungry,” one said, quickening 
her step. ; 

“And discouraged too,” her sister answered. As she 
spoke, Patty’s mother picked up a pocket-book. They 
stepped aside to examine it, and found the name and 
address of its owner distinctly written upon the lining. 

“Oh, dear!” exclaimed the elder woman, reading aloud 
the street and number; “that is a long way off, and we 
are so far from home now!” 

“It is too late to go there to-night,” her sister replied 
We couldn’t leave Patty so long.” 

“Then we'll take it back the first thing in the morn- 
ing,” and Patty’s mother settled the question by stop- 
ping a horse-car. 

It was quite dark when the sisters reached the place 
where they lived, but not too dark for their loving eyes 
to see a little white face framed by the sash of a small 
window-pane. But then they knew just where to look, 
for Patty was always watching for them. 

“OQ mamma! have you seen Santa Claus?” cried the 
child 

“ Yes, dear; and so shall you. To-morrow, if it is not 
too cold, we will take you to see him,” her mother 
answered, as she took Patty in her lap. 

Aunt Maggy lighted the lamp and set the table, while 
the little girl flitted about, chattering like a magpie. 
She thought it great fun to open her mother’s packages, 
but she did not know that some of them had mysteri- 
ously disappeared, to be brought to light at Christmas. 

The snow fell heavily all night, and iay deep on the 
ground in the morning. It still stormed, and the two 
women contrived to keep Patty so busy indoors that she 
scarcely felt the least bit disappointed in staying at 
home 

The second morning was bright and bracing, but the 
child was not very well, so the trip to town was again put 


| off. The sisters, however, determined to return the 


pocket-book on the following day, even though she 
must be left behind. 

That night the old clock on the shelf which had 
looked solemnly down upon Patty’s grandmother, was 


| finishing its last stroke for midnight when a shrill cry 


startled the women from a heavy sleep. The little one 
was very ill. She tossed her arms and moaned in pain, 
but she did not know them. Nothing that they could 
do gave her the least relief. So out into the dark, all 
alone, ran Aunt Maggy for the doctor. Little cared 
she that her side-curls were tm papers, or that she had 





forgotten her false teeth. Old maid though she was, 
and as neat and prim as a wax doll, she had a motherly 
heart. 

Well, the doctor had not much to say, but he did his 
best for Patty. When the anxious women asked what 
he thought about her, he only stroked his gray beard 
and said, “ We’ll try to pull her through.” 

It was a long, sad trial. For days and days, till after 
Christmas, the child lay ill. Their small stores of food 
and coal were gone. No more could be earned, for 
Patty’s disease was contagious; and even if one woman 
could have gone to work, no one dared employ her. 

One night, Patty asked for an orange. There was not 
a penny left to buy one. Still her hot lips kept forming 
the word ‘‘ Orange—orange,” till their hearts were ready 
to break. There was one way to get it, but they hesi- 
tated long before they could make up their minds to that, 

At last, with trembling fingers, they opened the 
pocket-book which they had never been able to return. 

There was a new, crisp ten-dollar bill, some “ ones,” and 
some silver, There were also a few addresses, a receipted 
bill, and a list for Christmas gifts to Mary and Addie 
and Tom. 

One dollar was taken out, and spent sparingly. Another 
soon followed, and another; for as the child began to get 
well, she needed nourishing food Finally, before the 
“red card” was taken off the door, the pocket-book 
looked very lean and empty. The money was all spent, 
not dishonestly, for the thought of that sacred debt was 
never out of the minds of those women. They saved 
and pinched to repay it, till one dime seemed to go 
farther than three used to. 

For many months they managed to put by a little, 
week by week; but it was so hard to get one hundred cents 
for every dollar, that, at the end of a whole year, less than 
half the amount had been saved. Should they take that 
to the person who had lost it, promising to return the 
rest? They were afraid of being accused of stealing, 
and of being arrested, and the idea was given up. 

So the second year came in with the burden still upon 
them. But Patty was well, and that paid them for all 
their sacrifices. 

The pocket-book, meanwhile, grew bigger and bigger, 
until it nearly burst its old sides with small bills and 
smaller coins. 

Just before Christmas, with happy, thankful hearts, 
the whole family set out to carry it to its rightful owner. 
A long ride over two lines of street-cars brought them to 
a fashionable quarter of the city. 

They trembled a little as they pulled the bell at a fine 
brown-stone house, because, after all, one who had never 
known want might doubt the truth of their story. 

“We wish to see the lady of the house on important 
business,” said Patty's mother, shyly, to the maid who 
answered the bell. 

“Then come in,” answered a sweet-faced, comfortable- 
looking woman who happened to be crossing the hall at 
that moment. 

Blushing like a culprit, but without a moment of hesi- 
tation, Aunt Maggy began: 

“Two years ago, ma’am, my sister and me, we was 
coming out of a store, and we found your pocket-book. 
We was in an awful hurry, or we would have fetched it 
back that day; and Patty—” 

She stopped suddenly, partly for want of breath, for 
her heart beat like a trip-hammer, and also because she 
saw, as she had never before seen it, what a terrible risk 
they had run in using the money. 

“You mistake me for somebody else, my good woman,” 
said the lady, kindly. 

“Oh, no indeed!” broke in Patty’s mother. “It was 
so long ago, maybe you have forgot, but there’s no dan- 
ger of us forgetting. Isn’t that your name and address, 
wrote out in black and white?” handing the well-worn 
pocket-book to her astonished listener. 

“Yes; but if you found it two years ago, as you say, 
why did you not return it sooner?”’ 

Then the sisters told their story, simply and touch- 
ingly, with many a bitter tear, while each grasped a 
hand of Patty. 

It was not hard for the kind woman who heard, to 
believe every word they said; nor was she ashamed to 
weep with them over the trials of that hard winter when 
Patty was “ like to die.” 

She took the pocket-book because the women refused 
to keep it; but Patty carried away a bright, new gold 
piece with which to buy herself a Christmas gift. Like 
a famous old Scotchman, Mrs. Bell felt for their distress, 
“not only in her heart, but in her pocket, too.” 

She still shows her pocket-book to prove to her friends 
that because one is poor he need not be dishonest. 

Chicago, Illinois, 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[First Quarter, 1885.) 


1. January 4.—Paul at Troas..... 
- January 11.— 


6. February 1.—Paul at Jer 


~Pani at Miletus... 
3. January 18,— Paul's Parewell........ 
4. January 25.—Paul Going to Jerusalem... 


Acts 2: 2-16 
so sve Ate 20: 17-27 
wsoundees Acts 20: 23-38 











6. February 8.—Paul Assatled.................cccmescenescernerseensene 
7. February 16.—Paul’s Defense........ 
8, February 22.—Pau! Before the Council 
9. March 1.—Pau! Sent to Felix................. 
Paul Before Felix...... .. 
11, March 15.—Paul Before Agripps.. 


10. March 8,— 


ted 


12. March 22.—Paul Vindi 











Acts 26: 19-32 





13. March 29.—Review. 





LESSON II., SUNDAY, 


JANUARY 11, 1885. 


Tite: PAUL AT MILETUS. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 20: 


COMMON VERSION 


17. And from Mi-le’tus he sent 
to Eph’e-sus, and called the elders 
of the church. 

18, And when they were come 
to him, he said unto them, Ye 
know, from the first day that I 
came into A’sia, after what man- 
ner I have been with you at all 
seasons, 

19. Serving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many 
tears, and temptations, which be- 
fell me by the iying in wait of the 
Jews: 

20. And how I kept back noth- 
ing that was profitable unto you, | 
but have snewed you, and have 
taught you publicly, and from 
house to house, 

21. Testifying both to the Jews, 
and also to the Greeks, repentance 
toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

22. And now, behold, I go bound | 
in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall be- 
fall me there: 

28. Save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city, saying 
that bonds and afflictions abide 
me. 

24. But none of these things 
move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. 

25. And now, behold, I know 
that ye all, among whom | have 
gone preaching the kingdom of 
God, shall see my face no more, 

26. Wherefore I take you to re- 
cord this day, that lam pure from 
the blood of all men. 

27. For I have not shunned to 
declare unto yeu all the counsel 








of God, 


17-27.) 
REVISED VERSION. 


17 And from Miletus he went to 
Ephesus, and called to him the 

18 ‘elders of the church. And 
when they were come to him, 
he said unto them, 

Ye yourselves know, from the 
first day that I set foot in Asia, 
after what manner I was with 

19 you all the time, serving the 
Lord with all lowliness of mind, 
and with tears, and with trials 
which befell me by the plots 

20 of the Jews: how that I shrank 
not from declaring unto you 
anything that was profitable, 
and teaching you publicly, and 

21 from house to house, testifying 
both to Jews and to Greeks 
repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus 

22 *Christ. And now, behold, I 
go bound in the spirit unto Je 
rusalem, not knowing the 
things that shall befall me 

23 there: save that the Holy 
Ghost testifieth unto me in 
every city, saying that bonds 

24 and afflictions abide me. But 
1 hold not my life of any ac- 
count, as dear unto myself, 
5so that I may accomplish my 
course, and the ministry which 
I received from the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the 

25 grace of God. And now, be- 
hold, I know that ye all, among 
whom I went about preaching 
the kingdom, shall see my face 

26 no more. Wherefore I testify 
unto you this day, that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. 

27 For I shrank not from declar- 
ing unto you the whole coun- 
sel of God. 





10r, presbyters 2Many ancient 

authorities omit Christ. %Or, m 
comparison of accomplishing my 
course 





LESSON PLAN. 


Topic OF THE QUARTER: The Missionary and His Mission. 
Lesson Topic: Testifying for the Lord. 
1. The Testimony of Faithfulness, vs. 17-21. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Testimony of Fearlessness, vs. 22-25. 
3. The Testimony of Guiltlessness, vs. 26,27. 


GoupEN Text: Repentance 


toward God, and faith toward 


our Lord Jesus Christ.—Acts 20: 21. 


Darry Home READINGS: 


M.—Acts 20: 17-27. Testifying for the Lord. 
T. —Matt. 10: 24-42. Fearless testifying enjoined. 


W.—Acts 18: 1-11. 
T. —2 Cor, 11: 1-15. Fearless 


Fearless testifying encouraged. 


testifying recounted. 


Ff, —2 Cor. 11: 16-33. Fearless testifying exemplified. 
$.—Acts 12: 1-19. Fearless testifying protected, 
$.—2 Tim. 4: 1-8. Fearless testifying rewarded. 





LESSON 
I, THE TESTIMONY 


1. Serving Faithfully : 
1, With Humility. 


ANALYSIS. 


OF FAITHFULNESS, 


Serving the Lord with all lowliness of mind (19). 


For I know that in me. 


. dwelleth no good thing (Rom, 7: 18). 


For I am the least of the apostles (1 Cor, 15: 9). 
Unto me, who am less than the eet of all saints (Eph. 3 : 8), 


1 know how to be abased (Phil. 4: 


12). 
To save sinners; of whom I am chief (1 Tim, 1: 15). 


2. In the Face of Opposition. 


With trials which befell me by the plots of the Jews (19). 
The Jews took counsel together to kill him (Acts 9 : 23). 


The Jews banded 
Have I been in peri 


Hl. Teaching Faithfully : 
1. To Everybody. 


ther . 


. till they had killed Paul (Acts 23: 11). 
from my countrymen (2 Cor. 11 : 26). 


Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks (21). 
. persuaded Jews and Greeks (Acts 18 : 4). 


We 
4s 


And he 
1 am debtor both to Greeks and to Bar 
Christ crucified, 


unto Jews... unto Gentiles (1 Cor. 


barians (Rom. 1: 14). 


2. The Whole Truth. 
Repentance toward God, and faith . . . toward Christ (21). 
Repent ye, and believe in the gospel Ges > Li 15). 


Repent ye therefore, and turn b ft 
That Christ may dwell in your vm through > ae. 3:17). 
Jesus the author and perfecter of our faith (Heb. 1 


1. “ Ye yourselves know.” Happy is the hsteiiom al life has 

been so manifestly consecrated to Christ, that he can begin his 
address with so confident a statement as this, 
“ From the first day.” Wise is that Christian who shows his true 
colors just as soon as he comes among strangers. It took less 
than one day for the Ephesians to find out that Paul wasa church- 
member be: he went West. 

. “ With all lowliness.” The chief of apostles and the greatest of 

—— thought so much of Christ that he thought very little 
himse 

4. “ With tears.” This bravest of apostles wept. The Son of God 
wos To weep then need be no sign of weakness. Tears are 
not fears. 

5, “* With trials. " When we think we have a monopoly of Christian 

sufferings, let us pause and consider what lay behind these two 
words of Paul’s. Fee 2 Corinthians 11 : 23-38. 

6. “ That was profitable.” Would Paul have thought it was “ prof- 
itable” for a minister of God charged with a m of life to 
dying men, to puzzle them instead over questions of the “ higher 
criticism’ 

so me . . . and faith,” Could the essentials of Chris- 
tianity have been more completely set forth by any form of words 
whatsoever? 


Il, THE TESTIMONY OF FEARLESSNESS, 


1. Fearless Christian Determination: 

1. To Seek Jerusalem. 

Behold, I go bound inthe spirit unto Jerusalem (22). 

He sted fastly set his face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9: 51). 
Paul purposed in the spirit .. . to go to Jerusalem (Acts 19 : 21). 
I go unto Jerusalem, am unto the saints ( 5 15 : 25). 
I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas (Gal. 2 

2. Despite the Dangers. 


The Holy Ghost testifieth ... that... afflictions abide me (23). 
In the world ye have tribulation (John 16 : 33). 
Through many tribulations we must enter (Acts 14: 22). 
Afflictions ... hereunto we are appointed (1 Thess. 8 : 3). 


ll, Fearless Christian Resignation: 


I hold not my life... dear... 80 that I may accomplish my 
course (24), 


I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die (Acts 21 : 13). 
Willing rather to be absent from the body (2 Cor. 5 8) 

Christ shall be magnified ... by life, or by death (Phil. 1 . 20), 
They loved not their life even late death (Rev. 12: 11). 

We ought to lay down our lives for the brethren (Col. 3 ; 16). 


il. Fearless Christian Separation: 
I know that ye all... shall see my face no more (25). 


Sorrowin . that they should behold his face no more (Acts 20 : 38). 

A little w ile, and ye behold me no more (John 16: 16). 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course (2 Tim. 4: 7). 
1. Paul was bound in the spirit to go to Jerusalem, and he was 

bound in the body after he got there. 
2. Paul knew, and still he did not know. He knew that dangers 
were before him, but he did not know or care exactly what they 
were, 

Paul preached of faith, and Paul had faith, and therefore Paul 

went on to Jerusalem without a doubt that the Lord would 

watch over him when he got there. 

4. Paul doubtless loved life, but he loved the Lord Jesus Christ 
a great deal more, so he proceeded to do his Christian duty 
regardless of consequences 

5. Paul taught by word and deed that life is good for something 
only as it is put to some good use. He knew that he who loses 

his mortal life in Christ’s service finds thereby the life immortal. 

. Paul emphasized the fact that he received the sospel he preached, 

— from the Lord. He evidently apprecia’ the sacredness 
of the trust 


n 


bad 


“ILI, THE TESTIMONY OF GUILTLESSNESS, 


\. Freed from Responsibility : 
Iam pure from the blood of all men (26). 


If thou warn .. . thou hast delivered thy soul (Ezek. 3 : 19). 
Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean (Acts 18; 6). 
We wronged no man, we corrupted no man (2 Cor. 7 : 2). 


ll. Through Faithful Admonishing: 


I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole counsel of 
God (27). 


I shrank not from declaring unto you (Acts 20: 20). 

I ceased not to admonish every one night and or a 20: 31). 

I... admonish you as beloved children (1 Cor. 4 : 14). 

Know certainly that I have admonished you this day (Jer. 42: 19). 


1 Wecan save no man; we can warn him, and counsel him, and 
int out to him the way of safety. So much we are bound todo. 
2. We shall never free ourselves from responsibility by urging the 
old plea of the first murderer, “ Am I my brother's kee 
$8. We shall never be free from responsibility for others’ cai ation, 
until we free ourselves. We must with our own hands wave the 
danger signal. It is noten ough to pay the minister or missionary 
to act as flagmen in our ste 
. We can be free if we set about it vigorously and boldly, and are 
careful to declare the whole counsel of God. 
. We can be rree if we will. Do you asa Sunday-school teacher feel 
that by your faithfulness you are freeing yourself from responsi- 
bility for your scholars’ salvation ? 


oo - 


~ 


LESSON BIBLE READING. 


CHRISTIAN BOLDNESS. 


1. Encouragements to: 
The words yd Christ (Matt. 10:28; 14:27; Luke a i 
The ae e of Christ (Matt. 26 : 53, 54; Luke 9: 
Faith in Christ (Eph. 3:12). 
The words of God (Gen. 15: 1; Num, 21: 34; Isa. 41 : 10). 
The words of men (1 Sam. 12 : 20). 
‘The promise of its possession (Psa. 27: - Ri John 4:17). 
The result of prayer (Acts 4: 29; Eph. 6 
2. Examples of: 
David and Elijah (1 Sam. 17 : 45; 1 Kings 18: 15, 18). 
Shadrach and Daniel (Dan. 3: 17, 18; 6: 10). 
Peter and John (Acts 4 : 8-13), 
Stephen and Paul (Acts 7: 51; 9: 27, 29; 19: 8; 2Cor. 11: 21). 
Barnabas and Apollos (Acts 18: 26). 
3. Excellency of: 
Characteristic of the mT BE (Prov. 28:1; 1 Thess. 2: 2). 
It gives happiness (Psa. 112 : 
It secures God's support (Acts Me: 3). 
It brings mercy and ce (Heb. 4 : 16). 
It shows sincerity of belief (Acts ef Ay” 
It should be sought (2 Chron. 19: 11; Ezek. 3: 9). 
Itshould be exercised (Micah 3: 8: 2 Cor. 10: 1). 








LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


From Trogyllium to Miletus was a sail of only a few hours. 
A great change, however, has come over the coast line 
between the two places since the time of Paul; so that a map 
of the coast line as it now is, would completely misrepresent 


now been left far inland; a bar of land, several miles broad, 











the bounds of land and sea as Paul saw them. Miletus has | 


Latmian Gulf; and the southern and deeper portion of the 
gulf, thus cut off from the sea, is now an inland lake. 

Ephesus was between thirty and forty miles from Miletus. 
Paul, learning that the stay of his ship at Miletus would be 
long enough to permit the possibility of an interview with 
the leaders of the church at Ephesus, though not long enough 
to allow him to take the risk of a personal journey to 
Ephesus, sent messengers to the elders of the church there, 
informing them of his arrival at Miletus. The journey to 
and from Ephesus would occupy two or three days; and as 
Paul arrived in Miletus on Thursday, this permitted time 
for the messengers to reach Ephesus, and to return with the 
Ephesian elders by Sunday. The date of this memorable 
meeting, according to Falconer, was Sunday, April 23, 
58 A. D. 

The same natural causes which have now completely cut 
off from the sea the bedy of water which represents the 
former Latmian Gulf, were also at work before Paul’s time. 
The sea line, even in the time of the apostle, had receded to 
a considerable distance from Miletus itself, so that between 
the town and the harbor a long, low shore land had to be 
crossed. This is probably one reason for the note of Luke 


that, after the meeting with the elders, “they accompanied 
him unto the ship.” 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 17.—And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called 
to him the elders (or, presbyters) of the church: Probably they 
had notice beforehand. The distance between the cities 
must have been by a land route not far from thirty-four 
miles. If a messenger were sent on the day of the ship’s 
arrival, they might have met the apostle the next day, and 
returned home. The elders, as elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment, were held to be elders of the one church, not of separate 
churches or meetings at separate places in the city. 


Verse 18.—The address of Paul to the elders has not per- 
haps the excellence of style and plan which belong to the 
speech on the Areopagus, but for tenderness and wisdom it 
can hardly be surpassed. First, he recalls to their minds, at 
he often did in his epistles, his fidelity to Christ while he 
was among them at Ephesus, then he passes on to express his 
conviction that bonds and afflictions were in store for him, 
but that he did not hold his life dear to himself, his great 
aim and wish being “to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God.” He felt sure, he adds, that they should see his face 
no more; and therefore he solemnly assures them that he 
feels himself “ pure from the blood of ali men,” that is, free 
from the guilt of destroying souls, because he never shrank 
“ from declaring to them the whole counsel of God ;”’ that is, from 
making known the gospel in its whole length and breadth. 
He is not afraid, therefore, to bid them take heed, like him- 
self, to feed the church of God; and the more earnestly, 
because false teachers would appear from abroad, or arise 
within the church at home, to draw away disciples after them. 
This being so, he appeals again to the life of love and tender- 
ness which he led among them, commends them to God, and 
commends his own example to them, as to those whose calling 
it was to help the weak, and to remember the Lord Jesus, who 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” If in 
connection with this address we read the first epistle to the 
Corinthians, we shall find some of the same subject-matters 
dwelt on more at large, such as his constant working with 
his own hands (in chapter 9), and his earnest desire that the 
converts there should walk worthily of the gospel. 


Verse 19.—For the feelings of the Jews and for their plots 
while he was in the province of Asia, compare 1 Corinthians 
15: 32; 2 Corinthians 1: 8; and, at a later time, 2 Timothy 
2:26. 


Verses 20, 21.—Paul’s courage in not shrinking from what 
God appointed him to do in his ministry is declared in the way 
of an appeal to the presbyters themselves. Ye know... how 
that I shrank not from declaring unto you anything that was 
profitable ... and teaching you publicly and from house to house: 
The sense is here given, but the construction is somewhat 
dificult (comp. verse 27). The first clause is best rendered, 
how I suppressed or concealed none of the things that were 
profitable; that is, spiritually profitable or of advantage for 
your souls. Then the next clause, where the negative can- 
not be rendered in English (comp. Acts 10: 47), may be 
translated (shrunk back, I say), “from declaring to you and 
teaching you publicly,” etc. (Another way of looking at the 
sentence connects closely, “none of the things that were 
profitable,” with “from not declaring,” how I shrunk back 
from not declaring any of those things, etc. This seems to 
be inadmissible, unless as a loose expression of the sense.) 
— Testifying both to Jews and to Greeks: The participle here 


| may be explained in its bearing on what goes before by “ in 
, that I testified” (by testifying, in that I testified). 


Part of 
the gospel which he preached would offend the Jews, and 
part the Greeks. To the former, “a messiah, crucified, was 
a stumbling-block ;” to the others it was unphilosophical folly, 


now stretches between the nerthern shores of the (former) | “ but to them that were called, both Jews and Greeks, it was 
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the power of God and the wisdom of God.”—Repentance 
toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ: Paul here 
divides those things that were profitable into repentance and 
faith, the former having for its ground and reason the sinful- 
ness of the world, and the latter being the door which opens 
the new relation of hope and forgiveness, or of redemption. 


Verses 22, 23.—And now I go bound in the spirit: The key 
to the explanation of this verse is found in the participial 
clause, “not knowing,” etc., or, in that I do not know. The 
apostle is going to Jerusalem, ignorant of all the things that 
are to befall him in their particulars, but assured by the 
divine Spirit of severe future trials. The sense must be 
“ bound (as by a chain) or constrained by a feeling of inward 
necessity” in his spirit. Jn the spirit limits the sense of bound, 
as, in 1 Corinthians 14: 20, “in understanding,” limits “ chil- 
dren; ” and the Spirit, placed last, and testifying to the apostle, 
can only be something different from the mere spirit spoken 
of already. And this is further shown by “ none of these things 
move me.” Though he was bound inwardly, or in his spirit, 
he is not moved by his faith that something is to happen. 
—Not knowing, etc. We have already called attention to the 
apostle’s ignorance of what was to happen to him, and we 
have seen that he judged wrong in regard to particulars. 
All that the Spirit communicated to him was that wherever 
he went he must expect bonds and afflictions, but must be 
ever ready to meet them. Thus there was produced in his 
mind by the Holy Spirit a settled conviction that his work 
for his Master must be no easy or painless work, as the 
Master said to the original apostles, “in the world ye are 
having (or shall have) afflictions” (John 16: 33) 


Verse 24.—But I hold not my life of any account or dear unto 
myself, so that I may accomplish my course, etc. This verse is 
troubled with various readings. In the edition of Stephanus 
the Greek is equivalent to the translation of our Authorized 
Version: But none of these things move me; neither count I my 
life dear unto myself so that I might finish my course with joy, 
etc. In the Vulgate the reading is “but none of these 
things do I fear, nor do I make or regard my life more 
precious than myself;” in the texts of Tischendorf and of 
Westcott and Hort, and in the Revised Version given above, 
it is “for I hold my life of no account.” The Elzevir text 
had but I take account of nothing, which the translator ren- 
dered “ but none of these things move me;” and then the 
verb J have, with a negative, is found, which is translated 
“neither count I my life dear to myself.” Adopting the text 
answering to “of no account,” and omitting “ neither count 
I” (or, do I hold:, we get a translation something like that 
of the Revised Version. But the adjective dear the revisers 
translate as dear (as being dear or precious), which is a hard 
expression. We should expect as in the text. The text 
seems to have labored and to be altered on conjecture. The 
sense, however, is clear. Paul regards life of no considera- 
tion “so that he may finish” his course (and here the transla- 
tion “in comparison with finishing,” in the margin of 
Revised Version, is inadmissible), and the ministry (may 
finish the ministry) which J received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify; that is, namely, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. 
To testify, etc., is an explanation of what the ministry was. 
Paul felt that being a witness to Christ was the principal 
thing in his preaching, as Christ taught the earlier apostles 
that it was. In this speech to testify occurs three times 
(vs. 21, 23, 24). (The word so translated in v. 26 of the 
Revised Version is slightly different in the Greek.) The 
phrase gospel of the grace of God, if we mistake not, occurs 
nowhere else in the New Testament. 


Verse 25.—And now, behold, I know that you all, among 
whom I went about preaching the kingdom, shall see my face no 
more; that is, that none of you shall again see my face. I 
know ; that is, | am assured. He does not say this as some- 
thing which has been revealed to him by the divine Spirit, 
but as aconclusion from the expectation awakened in his 
mind by the Spirit, that bonds and afflictions were in store for 
him. This remark we make to counteract what Meyer says 
on this verse, that the apostle felt assured that the trials and 
imprisonment hanging over him at Jerusalem would only 
terminate in his death. “ And he was not deceived,” Meyer 
adds, “for the opinion that he was freed from captivity at 
Rome and returned to his earlier sphere of labor is not his- 
torical.” But there is certainly nothing in this passage 
which prevents our accepting as a historical fact that he 
was for a time set free from his Roman detention, and 
returned (for however short a stay) to his old field before 
his death. Preaching the kingdom. Here the text of later 
manuscripts adds of God, which, according to the best manu- 
scripts, is to be expunged The expression, however, to 
preach the kingdom, is hardly to be found, while to preach the 


kingdom of God is met with in Luke 9: 60; 16: 6; and Acts | 


28:31. “Heirs of the kingdom which God promised,” ete. 
(James 2: 5), is no exception, for the kingdom is defined by 
which, etc. 

Verse 26.— Wherefore I testify unto you this day that I am 
pure from the blood of all men. The last expression is the 
opposite of the not uncommon one, “the land is polluted 
with blood,” that is, with bloodshed; and denotes that the 
apostle has not incurred the guilt of causing the death (the 








spiritual death) of any by his unfaithfulness in preaching the 
gospel. . 

Verse 27.— For I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole 
counsel of God. For gives the reason of his claim that he is 
free from the blood of all men, which he could not have said 
unless he had preached the gospel in all its fulness, as he 
had received it from Christ. For the negative form in the 
original from not declaring compare the note on verse 20. 
Counsel of God: his plan of bringing salvation to men 
through Christ (Luke 7: 30). This counsel appears in the 
preaching of the gospel; and if any part of the counsel is 
suppressed, it tends to bring the blood of souls upon the 
preacher. 





PURE FROM ALL MEN’S BLOOD. 
BY JOHN A. BROADUS, D.D., LL.D. 


The greatest consolation one can have, in closing some 
season of labor, is the consciousness of having done his duty. 
The teacher of Christian truth should never be content with 
the idea of merely clearing his own skirts. The “enthusi- 
asm of humanity,” the passionate desire to save souls from 
death, must produce sadness at every case in which his labor 
seems to bein vain Yet it is a great thing so to labor, so to 
teach and warn and plead, that, if some one shall “die in 
his iniquity,” his blood may not be required at the teacher’s 
hand (Ezek. 3: 17-21). So the great apostle feels in looking 
back upon his three years of labor at Ephesus 

1. No sorrows nor trials had stopped his efforts to do good. 
He had often been bowed down, yet not to dejection, but only 
to “lowliness of mind” (v. 19). He had shed many “tears” 
at the rejection of his message by some, and the failure of 
others to persevere in a life of piety ; but still he worked on. 
“Trials” befell him “by the plots of the Jews,” who bitterly 
hated him as a renegade, sought to stir up the heathen 
crowds against him (comp. Acts 17: 5, 13), and eagerly 
watched for an excuse to accuse him before the heathen 
rulers (comp. 18: 12). On one occasion that we know of, a 
howling mob endangered his life, with religion as their pre- 
tense, and personal gain as their real motive (19: 27); and 
either on that or some other occasion, the hostility to him was 
so ferocious, that he tells us he “ fought with beasts at Ephesus” 
(1 Cor. 15: 32). Yet to none of these things did he yield, 
but knew how, amid it all, to “stand up for Jesus.” If any 
discouragements or difficulties had stopped or retarded his 
efforts to do good, he would not have been “pure from all 
men’s blood.” Has any one ever been eminently useful in 
saving souls and honoring Jesus, without large experience of 
“ lowliness of mind”’ and “ tears” and “ trials” ? 

2. No form of effort to save men had been neglected. (1.) 
He had taught all profitable truth, whether acceptable or 
not (v.20). He had taught “ repentance toward God” (v. 21); 
that true repentance which considers not merely the conse- 
quences to ourselves, and not merely the harm done to others, 
but in which the great thought is that of having sinned 
against God, and the great duty that of turning to his ser- 
vice. He had taught “ faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ,” 
in whose atonement God “ reconciles the world unto him- 
self,’ and offers us forgiveness, acceptance, and “ grace to 
help in time of need.” He never shrank from declaring 
to them “the whole counsel of God” (v. 27). He never 
softened down the doctrine of the cross because the Jews 
stumbled at it, or because the Greeks said it was not philos- 
ophy, but folly. He presented the bright side of the gospel, 
and also its dark and awful side. He loved to urge the sov- 
ereignty of God in salvation, and yet the guilt of those who 
refuse to be saved. He tried to explain whatever difficul- 
ties could be explained, and to guard against men’s misap- 
prehension and perversion of the truth; but he never bent 
the gospel to suit men’s theories or prejudices. He remem- 
bered well how it was said to Ezekiel (3: 11): “Speak unto 
them, and tell them, thus saith the Lord God; whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear.” 

(2.) He had taught in all practicable ways, both “ publicly 
and from house to house” (v. 20). Who does not know that 
each of these methods of Christian teaching greatly assists 
the other? 

(3.) He had taught all sorts of people, “both Jews and 
and Greeks” (v. 21). No prejudice of race, no sympathies 
of culture, had restricted his efforts to save souls from death. 

If in any of these respects he had failed, the apostle could 
not have felt that he was “ pure from the blood of all men.” 

3. No foresight of coming trials disheartened him now 
(1.) He foresaw—yea, with assured prophetic vision—“ bonds 
and afflictions” (v. 23). To bea prisoner in those days was 
usually something terrible (compare the case at Philippi, chap 
16), often accompanied by cruel and humiliating punish- 
ments, and likely enough to end in death; and Paul had 
already had many painful experiences of this sort (2 Cor. 11: 
23-27). But no matter what afflictions may come, no matter 
if they bring death itself, his concern is to accomplish his 
course; while life lasts, he will persevere in efforts to 
save all whom he can influence. He has received a ministry 
from the Lord Jesus (v. 24), and, come joy or sorrow, he 
means to accomplish that ministry. As long as he lives, he 
will “testify the gospel of the grace of God” (v. 24). He 





may be brought before Roman governors, but he will make 
them hear him “concerning the faith in Christ Jesus,” and 
will reason of righteousness, and self-control, and the judg- 
ment to come (24: 24, 25). He may be guarded by soldiers, 
but they and all their camp shall know that he is a prisoner 
for the sake of Christ (Phil. 1: 13). So he is pure from all 
men’s blood, because he has not only done his best, but will 
do his best, to save men. 

(2.) He must now turn away from beloved friends and breth- 
ren, and with no expectation of beholding them again (v. 25). 
For three years he “ went about” among them, “ preaching 
the kingdom.” He was a man remarkuble for warm friend- 
ship, and two or three months before had written many loving 
salutations to cherished Christian friends in Rome. His heart 
swelled with love towards these Ephesian elders, and many 
other devout men and women in the city where he had 
labored so long. It was a sorrowful thing to turn away from 
them, with no hope of any further earthly meeting; and a 
sorrowful thing to think that in their places of worship, and 
their homes, he could nevermore testify to Jews and Greeks 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus 


Christ; and he comforts himself by declaring that he is- 


“ pure from all men’s blood.” 


‘Who does the best his circumstance allows, 
Does well, acts nobly,—angels could no more.” 


In a parting hour, such thoughts must press upon every 
one. When a teacher leaves a class, or a superintendent a 
school; when classmates are sadly parting for some wide 
separation, or a pastor is turning away from a church in 
which for years he “preached the kingdom,”’—in al! the 
partings of which life is so full, we cannot but look back, and 
ask whether we have done our duty to those with whom we 
were associated, whether we are pure from their blood. Let 
no present neglect or half-heartedness lay up for us bitter 
regrets in some such coming hour _Let us try, whether pub- 
licly or from house to house, by earnest word, and humble 
example, and every form of possible influence, to save all 
whom we can reach,—try as we shall wish we had tried, when 
our opportunities of doing them good are atanend. Ah! 
fancy how you will feel about this unconverted relative or 
friend, if, some day, you turn away from a grave in which this 
very person has been buried without hope. And let us strive 
to live in all respects as we shall keenly wish we had lived 
when we ourselves are drawing near todeath. Oh! to be 
earnest, and zealous, and unconquerably persevering, and 
wise in winning souls; that we may both save ourselves and 
those who hear us; that wherever love, and toil and prayer 
can achieve it, we may “save a soul from death,” and that if 
some will refuse to be saved, we may be pure from their 
blood ! 





[ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


From Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called to him the elders 
of the church (v.17). There are two sides to the question of 
quitting ourselves of responsibility for those whom we have 
set to a special work. Ou the one hand, we may err by med- 
dling with their work and worrying over it; on the other 
hand, we may err by failing to show our continued interest 
in that work, and in those who have it in charge. Paul 
committed neither error. He laid responsibility on the 
Ephesian elders, and had no thought of attempting to take it 
from them; but he wanted them to consider that responsi- 
bility in all its bearings, and to be assured of his loving and 
prayerful sympathy with them in its discharge. Here isa 
pattern for all those who have set others at work, in the 
church, in the Sunday-school, in the place of business, in the 
home. Do not worry yourself, nor worry those who have 
the thing in immediate charge, by your close attention 
to the details of their business—which is not yours. But do 
not fail to show them that you consider them lovingly and 
prayerfully, and that you commend them “ to God and to the 
word of his grace” in their life and work—before their Mas- 
ter and yours. 

Ye vourselves know... after what manner I was with you all 
the time (v.18). Our friends know us. So, in fact, do our 
enemies. If we have been faithful to our Master, and have 
illustrated his spirit in our conduct, those who are about us 
are aware of the fact. If we have been unfaithful, or slack, 
or have exhibited an unchristian spirit, it is folly for us to 
assert otherwise Our record is plain It is more thana 
waste of breath for any of us to claim for ourselves, more than 
the memories of those who have watched us will justify. 

Not knowing the things which shall befall me (v.22). It was 
well for Paul that he did not know how many times he was 
to be beaten and stoned and imprisoned and shipwrecked, and 
how much he was to suffer from hunger and thirst and cold 
and weariness and painfulness and watchings. It was hard 
enough to bear those things when they came, without endur- 
ing them all in anticipation We have reason to thank God 
that he shuts from us a knowledge of the sorrows and trials 
to which we must be subjected; that he thereby leaves so 
much room for hope, and so increases the preciousness of 
faith. Many of us would break down in advance, if we knew 
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beforehand how hard it was going to be for us to keep from 
breaking down under the burdens and temptations themselves 
to which we are sure to be subjected. The cloud over our 


future is as truly a blessing as the light which shines above 
and beyond it. 


Save that the Holy Ghost testifieth wnte me... saying that: 


bonds and afflictions await me (vy. 23). There is nething surer 
to the child of God in this life, than trouble. That is one 
point on which the Old Testament and the New are at one. 
“Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward ;” “man 
that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble,” 
say the Old Testament. “In the world ye have tribulation ” 
—or trouble, says our Lord himself to his loved disciples. 
Whatever other promise of Jesus may seem to fail us, all of 
us can say that this one is verified in our case. And there 
no so pleasant way of looking at trouble as by seeing that 
it is a gift of God, according to our Saviour’s promise. The 
Lord “doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men,” but “whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.” Troubles are one 
eign of God’s love. Paul was sure of them accordingly. Do 
you look at them only in that light? 


But I hold not my life of any account, as dear unto myself, 80 
that I may accomplish my course (v.24). Life is a matter of 
very small account to any one in comparison with duty- 
doing ; whether a man realizes this truth or not. Whatever 
is worth living for, is worth dying for,—if dying be an inci- 
dent to its pursuing. When the Roman general Pompey was 
warned against the danger of his returning from Egypt to 
Italy, to meet a new trouble in his own land, his heroic 
answer was: “It isa small matter that I should move for- 
ward and die. It is too great a matter that I should take 
one step backward, and live.” Life is never well used, when 
it is held dearer than duty. He who would tell a lie in 
order to live, is willing to pay a great deal larger price for 
his life than that life is worth to himself—or to others. 
Richard Baxter has Paul’s idea, when he sings: 


“ Lord, it belongs not to my care, 
Whether I die or live; 
To love and serve thee is my share, 
And this thy grace must give.” 


I testify wnto you this day that Iam pure from the blood of all 
men ; for I shrank not from declaring unto you the whole counsel 
of God (vs. 26,27). Paul could say that intelligently, as well 
as conscientiously, in his sphere of duty, and could then leave 
to God the issue. Whoever else can say it similarly in his 
sphere, has also a right to rest the consequences of his fidelity, 
and of the choice of his hearers, with God. We have a 
responsibility to declare the whole message from God to those 
to whom God sends us. If we shrink, through any cause, 
from being faithful in the delivery of God’s message, we are 
responsible for the consequences of our failure. But if we 
declare the truth unswervingly and in loving tenderness, we 
can know that God will acquit us of blame, however our 
message from him may be received by those to whom he sent 
us. Inthe East, when a message is sent by a Turkish gov- 
ernor to the people in one of the rural villages, the messen- 
ger stations himself on a high place—either a hill-top or a 
mosk-minaret—and there he calls aloud : “ Whoever hears 
my voice, must stand in his door and listen to the words of 
the governor!” This he says clearly and with a ringing 
voice, three times over. Every one who hears that call is in 
duty bound to heed it, and to take a listening attitude for the 
reception of the message. After this threefold prelimi- 
nary announcement, the message itself is three times repeated. 
If all this be done faithfully, the gevernor’s messenger is 
relieved of responsibility for the result; but if he fails in 
this, he is responsible for all the results of his failure. “Go 
thou, O son of man, I have set thee a watchman unto the 
house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 
mouth, and warn them,from me. When I say unto the 
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou dost 
not speak to warn the-wicked from his way, that wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity; bat his blood will I require at 
thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his 
way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall 
die in his iniquity ; but thou hast delivered thy soul.” The 
soul which you are to warn may be at your very side, in 
your home, in your church, in your Sunday-echool, or in 
your neighborhood. Not alone that soul, but yours also, is 
involved in your fidelity. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER, 


Paul at Miletus; or, a Retrospect and a Prospect.—As Paul’s 
movements were controlled by those of the ship in which he 
had taken passage, he did not dare leave Miletus to pay a 
visit to the church at Ephesus, lest the ship sheuld sail with- 
out him. Therefore he sent for the elders to come to him, 
that he might give them his parting message. Affection for 
their former teacher prompted them te-come.at once, and it 
would appear from the narrative-thet they arrived none too 
soon They apparently had time only for a few parting 





words from the apostle, before he was obliged to embark and 
be off. In his final words, Paul was very anxious to impress 
certain important truths upon their minds. This he did.by 
putting the truth in a kind of personal way, reviewing his 
owndife ameng them, Thus we have 


(a.) Paul’s Retrospect of his Life at Ephesus.—In recalling to 
their minds his life among them, he speaks (1) of his exam- 
ple. To this he appeals fearlessly, reminding them of how‘ 
he lived among them fer years in humility and incessant 
activity, and that in spite of many trials and persecutions. 
What an immense power was now added to the few words of 
exhortation he uttered, by the years of consistent life that 
lay behind the words. Words are cannon-balls. Example 
is the powder that gives the words their force. Many men 
may be able to say “ Heed what I tell you,” but not many 
could so confidently say “Follow my example.” Yet this 
was really what Paul tacitly said to the Ephesian elders, and 
what he wrote to the disciples at Philippi. “Those things 
which ye have both learned and received, and heard and 
seen in me, do” (Phil. 4:9). In the next lesson, which is 
only a continuation of his address, he reminds them that he 
not only worked in meetings and in personal ways, but also 
worked for his own support, lest any man should say that he 
preached the gospel for gain. Example is always better 
than precept, because talk is cheap, but deeds are dear. To 
preach the gospel can be done in a moment, but to practice 
the gospel is a very different thing. If we can have only 
one of these things, we prefer practice to preaching. Much 
of our profession goes for nothing, because we profess one 
thing with our lips and then deny our profession by our 
deeds. But since actions speak louder than words, our actions 
drown our speech. The unconverted scholars in every class 
watch those who profess to be converted, so as to see whether 
they are sincere. A man who walks to church one day in 
the week, and to queer places six days in the week, must not 
be surprised if people call him a hypocrite. Remind the 
scholars of the lesson in Proverbs which is called “ Wise 
talk, wise walk.” Selemon divorced these two things. Paul 
united them in his life. As he cast a retrospective glance 
over his life in Ephesus he was satisfied, and had a clear 
conscience. How many of our scholars can look over their 
past years and have a similar feeling? In this retrospect, 
Paul also refers (2) to his teaching (see v. 21). The pith of 
this, he says, had reference to two things: Repentance, and 
faith in Jesus. In looking back, he does not regret this. 
Rather he prides himself in it. Why did Paul lay such 
stress upon these two themes? Because they are the founda- 
tion stones of all true religion. If the foundation is badly 
laid, the superstructure is unsafe. Repentance and faith are 
the bed-rock upon which all must build who would build 
safely. All other foundations are sand. Are there any 
“sand-builders” still left in the world? We would think 
that after the gospel had been preached for eighteen hun- 
dred years, no one would build on anything but solid rock. 
And yet there are many thousands to-day who substitute a 
foundation of their own for that which God has laid down. 
Their foundation for salvation is, “a pretty good life in the 
past, to be made somewhat better in the future.” This is the 
Devil’s foundation, however, on which he tries hard to have 
men build. How he succeeds, our own experience will bear 
witness. Let the teacher now explain again what repentance 
is, and what faith in Jesus is. (As a wonderful help to clear 
thought, let each teacher sit down and write out a definition 
of repentance and faith. If at the teachers’-meeting these 
definitions are compared, there will be great surprise at the 
difference of the answers given.) In these themes we must 
be like Paul, content to go over the ground again and again 
with endless patience. 


(b.) Paul’s Prospect.—In viewing his life prospectively, he 
said he was sure only of one thing, namely, that in every 
city trials and imprisonment awaited him. Had the apostle 
been like some modern professors, he would have been dis- 
couraged, and perhaps have ceased work. He, on the con- 
trary, says: “None of these things move me.” It never 
seems to occur to him that he might now take a rest, and 
settle down quietly on the strength of his past achievements 
and sufferings. His motto was rather, “ Forgetting the things 
which are behind, I press forward unto those which are 
before.” Unconsciously he again sets a grand example to 
the Ephesian elders of self-sacrifice. What an example his 
is for us as well. In our times, so many become weary in 
well-doing, and then pass on to become weary of well-doing 
They are daunted by the never-ceasing recurrence of difli- 
culties. Instead of considering Him who endured such con- 
tradiction of sinners against himself, they only consider the 
contradictions of sinners against themselves, and thus soon 
become weary and faint intheir minds. This accounts largely 
for the suspended activity of so many formerly active church- 
members, Sunday-school teachers, and other workers. They 
are daunted by the difficulties ahead. 


If we look again at Paul, we shall see that the prospect of 
trials to the Church in Ephesus interested him far more than 
any personal privations he was about to endure. This is the 
true spirit of a good shepherd. Net himself, but his church ; 





not herself, but her class; not himself, but his school. Such 





should be the attitude of each Christian worker, and then 
results such as Paul witnessed would more-often fall to our 
lot. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


By a few questions, recall the lesson of last Sunday. Ask 
where Paul spent a week; in what place the disciples came 
together, what they did, what Paul said and did, and on 
what day of the week. In what one verse are three of these 
questions answered? How many companions were with 
Paul? How did they go to Troas? How did Paul start 
away that Monday morning? On Thursday, the fourth day 
after, the ship landed at Miletus. Trace the journey on the 
map or blackboard; how the ship sailed around the green 
islands in the sea, through the winding channel, past the 
changing shores; in sight of towns and harbors, sometimes 
near enough to see the buildings. They sailed in sight of 
one great temple of white marble, for they could see its 
beautiful columrs, far off in the sunlight. There were one 
hundred and twenty-seven of these columns, each one the 
gift of a king; and it had taken two hundred and twenty 
years to build this temple to the goddess whom the people 
thought was queen of their city, and ruled overthem. De 
you know the name of the goddess? Do you remember 
where there was such an uproar when the silversmiths, who 
made and sold little images of the goddess, thought Paul had 
broken up their business? In what city was it? Paul 
had a great deal to remember as the ship sailed along with- 
out stopping at Ephesus, going on thirty-five or forty-five 
miles, around a point of land, and stopping at a place just 
thirty miles south of Ephesus, if one could have gone over- 
land 1n a direct line. 

Paul at Miletus——Paul had something to say to the people 
of Ephesus. He did not, however, ask ‘the captain of the 
ship to land him there, as they passed by; and he did not 
go back there from Miletus, lest the ship should continue on 
its long voyage without him. He sent for the elders of the 
church in Ephesus to come to him, fer he knew that while 
the sailors were busy for several days unleading the goods 
the ship had brought to Ephesus, and stowing on board the 
cargo they would take away, there would be time for him to 
send a messenger, and for the elders to return. In some quiet 
place, perhaps near the shore, the little company came to 
Paul; Luke, the one who wrote the book of Acts, traveled 
with Paul, and wrote the very words as the apostle spoke 
them, that April Sunday, just one week from the time when 
he preached in Troas. 

Paul Serving Christ—He reminded the elders of what they 
had known of his service, “from the time he first set foot 
in Asia.” They had known him well; he had lived three 
years in Ephesus, the capital city of what was then called 
Asia; there he had worked with his hands at his trade of 
tent-making, had taught, preached, healed the sick, and 
watched over many whom he helped to live Christian lives. 
Had he a feeling of pride in the work he had done? He 
said he had been “serving the Lord with all humility of 
mind.” What is humility? It is called lowliness of mind, 
and means that one is not ashamed to serve or to do lowly 
work. Who was it who said, “I am meek and lowly in 
heart”? He it was whom Paul served in trials and dangers, 
as he told them, “in tears and temptations which befell me 
by the lying in wait of the Jews.” Paul was strong and 
brave, as well as lowly in spirit. This was the secret of his 
strength: “I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” He said of Christ, “ Whose I am and 
whom I serve;” and he had no fear of the hatred of enemies, 
for the Lord would keep his servant until his work should 
be done. 


Paul Teaching and Preaching Christ.—He reminded them 
how he had spoken openly, keeping nothing back which 
could make others wiser or better; he had, in Ephesus 
spoken boldly in the synagogue, and for two years daily ina 
school or lecture-room; he had gone from house to house; 
he had spoken in upper rooms, or little gatherings of a few 
families, like a neighborhood prayer-meeting. To Jews and 
Greeks, to rich and poor, to disciple or heathen, to the wise 
and the simple, he preached the same truth, and told ‘all that 
he knew or had seen of the power of God. What does our 
golden text say he preached? What is repentance? Is it 
enough to be sorry for doing wrong? When a thief is 
caught, does he grieve because he has broken the law, or is 
he sorry because he must go to prison? It is true sorrow 
which grieves that the sin is against God. But will the poor 
sinner dare to ask him to forgive only because of his tears 
and grief? For whose sake does God hear and forgive? 
That is just what Paul preached ; for Jesus’ sake, the sinner 
may be sure he will be forgiven, and have peace and comfort 
in knowing that by the Son Jesus Christ, peace is made with 
the Father. 


Paul Expecting to Suffer for Christ.—Paul was like a trav- 
eler at night, starting out in darkness. He was going to 
Jerusalem, but did not know what of trial or suffering would 
come to him ; of some sorrow he was sure when he said, “In 
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‘every city, bonds and afflictions abide me.” He had been 
shown in many ways that trouble was before him; when he 
was first called toserve, the Lerd said, “I will show him how 
great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.” Did Paul 
know the feeling of prison, stocks, chains, lashes? How? 
He knew that far more, and perhaps a cruel death, was com- 
ing. See how brave he was, and what was his one desire. 
“T hold not my life as dear unto myself, if I can only finish 
my course with joy.” His course was to preach Christ before 
Jews, Gentiles, and kings. 
been his chief joy for twenty-five years, and he was then on 
his way to different cities, to declare the gospel. Paul would 
not turn aside from his course for selfish ease, or to avoid 
the dangers which he knew were just ahead. He had 
counted the cost of his service to Christ, and was striving to 
be faithful unto death. 

Paul's Last Words at Miletus.—“ I know that ye all among 
whom I went about preaching...shall see my face no more.” 
It is not certain that Paul ever after went to Ephesus, or if 
he did, that he found the same elders alive and together. 
He reminded them that he had faithfully warned all men, 
and his was net the blame if any died without repentance. 
No fear of anger or abuse had ever made him keep back one 
word of the way of saving sinners. What have we learned 
to-day of Paul, the servant of Christ? of Paul the teacher? 
of Paul the preacher ? of Paul the Christian? We have seen 
his love for the church at Ephesus, his lowly life, his brave 
spirit, his bold words, his teaching repentance and faith, his 
clear conscience, his love for the ministry dearer than life, 
his firm trust that, whatever befell him, he might finish his 
course with joy. 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





BONDMAN AND FREEMAN. 
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HINTS FOR LESSON-HYMNS. 


“Free from the law, oh happy.” 
“Tempted and tried.” 
““Tenderly the Shepherd.” 
““We’re saved by the blood.” 
“Every day, every hour.” 

* This is the day of toil.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


At what point did Paul terminate his third missionary 
journey? (Title.) What had been the theme of all his 
preaching? (Golden Text.) 

What officers from Ephesus did Paul desire to see when at 
Miletus? (v. 17.) How early does this office appear? 
Where is its first mention in the Christian Church? Was it 
the same or a different office from that ef bishop? What 
was its function? (v. 28.) What knowledge of himself 
should every Christian worker leave behind him? (vs. 18-21.) 
How could the lying in wait of the Jews cause temptations? 
What is the meaning of “temptation”? What motive could4 
prompt any teacher to keep back a part of that which is prof-4 
itable to teach? What do we know concerning the eventey 
that await us in the-near future? (v. 22.) Would it be better, } 





Through all dangers, Christ had | 


or worse, for usteknow the future? Whatdoes Paul mean by 
being “ bound ia the spirit”? ¢v. 23.) In what-manner was 
this witness of the Holy Spirit given? (Acts 21: 10, 11.) 
Why, probably, was the darkness of the future revealed to 
Paul? (v. 24.) Is it, or is it not, possible for a Christian 
who is “bound in the spirit” to maintain a joyous course? 
In what sense should a Christian be unmoved by threatening 
dangers and sorrows? What day is fast approaching all 
who enjoy peculiar privileges in religious teachers and lead- 
ers? (v. 25.) What practical effect should this thought pro- 
duce? From what source alone can a conscientious teacher 
draw comfort concerning his work? (v. 26.) What reason 
have we for believing that Paul, in this expression, refers 
to his obligation to their souls? (v. 27; 18: 6.) How does 
he express that obligation in other places? (Rom. 1: 14, 
etc.) How is every believer under obligations to souls? 
What alone will justify him in refusing to minister to them ? 
Is the religious teacher responsible for the conversion of the’ 
souls committed to his care, or is he net? Is it, or is it not, 
possible for the teacher to be faithful without sacrifice in his 
work? 








ORIENTAL LESSON-LIGHTS. 


Pavt’s MEETING WITH THE EPHESIAN ELprers.—The 
sudden message to Ephesus and the prompt journeying of the 
Ephesian elders to see Paul, are thoroughly in keeping with 
Oriental custom. When Sir Austen Layard returned to 
Nineveh, one of his fellow-travelers was Qawal Yoosuf, the 
priest of the Yezeedees, for whom and for his people Sir 
Austen had obtained, by diplomatic means, some alleviation 
of Turkish tyranny. When the travelers came near the 
Yezeedy village of Hamkiin the dusk of evening, the Qawal 
veiled his face, and, pretending to be a Turk, rode in among 
the Yezeedees, demanding provisions and quarters for the 
horsemen that were with him. “The poor creatures,” writes 
Sir Austen, “ huddled together, unwilling to grant yet fear- 
ing to refuse. The Cawal, having enjoyed their alarm for a 
moment, threw his kerchief from his face, exclaiming, ‘ O 
evil ones! will you refuse bread to your priest, and turn him 
from your door?’ There was surely then no unwillingmess to 
receive us. Casting aside their shovels and ferks, the men 
threw themselves upon the Cawal, each struggling te kiss 
his hand. A boy ran to the village to spread the news ; and 
from it soon issued women, children, and old men to welcome 
us. Every one was our servant. Herses were unloaded, 
tents {pitched, lambs brought before we had time to look 
around.” The whole evening was spent in rejeicing. 

Next morning Sir Austen was awakened before dawn by 
the tramp of horses and the noise of many voices. The peo- 
ple of Hamki had sent messengers to the people of the other 
villages, announcing the arrival of the Qawal; and the 
Yezeedees were pouring in on horse and foot, to do honor to 
their priest and his companion. “They were dressed in 
their gayest garments, and had adorned their turbans with 
flowers and green leaves....The head of the village of 
Guzelder, with the principal inhabitants, had come to invite 
me to eat bread at his house; and we fellowed him. As we 
rode along we were joined by parties of horsemen and foot- 
men, each man kissing my hand as he arrived, the horsemen 
alighting for that purpose. Before we reached Guzelder the 
procession had swollen to many hundreds.” These scenes 
were repeated in all the Yezeedy villages through which Sir 
Austen had to pass. 

RECOUNTING THE Past.—Paul’s speech to the Ephesian 
elders is probably reported only in brief; but from its begin- 
ning we see that he made an appeal to the past, “from the 
first day that I came into Asia.” Here is a parallel scene 
from Layard’s Nineveh and Babylon. “ Yusuf was seon 
seated in the midst of a circle of the elders. He told his 
whole history, with such details and illustrations as an East- 
ern alone can introduce, to bring every fact vividly before } 
his listeners. Nothing was emitted ; his arrival at Constan- 
tinople, his reception by me, his introduction to the embas- 
sador, his interview with the great ministers of state, the fir- 
man of future protection, our departure from the capital, 
the nature of steambeats, the tossing of the waves, the pains 
of sea-sickness, and our journey to Kherzan. Not the small- 
est particular was forgotten; every person and event were 
described with equal minuteness; almost the very number 
of pipes he had smoked and coffees he had drunk, was given 
He was continually interrupted by exclamations of gratitude 
and wonder; and when he had finished, it was my turn to 
be the object of unbounded welceme and salutations.” This 
little picture may make more real to us what the scene must 
have been when the Ephesian elders were listening to Paul’s 
story. 

“TRIALS WHICH BEFELL ... BY PLoTs.”—Every mis- 
sionary who enters a new Oriental field has abundant oppor- 
tunity to know what Paul meant by these words. It is told 
in the life of Dr. Grant, the medical missionary to the Nes- 
torians, that in one part of the country almost every action, 
however benevolent, was, by the plots of his enemies, made 
an oecasien to bring him under the suspicion of the Ameer. 
KHe attempted to build a small house for himself; he was 








imstantly summoned to the Ameer’s court to answer the 


absurd charge ef erecting a fort. The groundlessness of this 
charge being pointed out, the building of windows was con- 
strued into a preparation for the placing of cannon in the 
house. When the Ameer was ill, he sent for Dr. Grant to 
prescribe for him. Dr. Grant was scarcely gone when his 
enemies succeeded in half persuading the Ameer that the 
“English hakeem from America” had tried to poison him. 
And so plots and trials continued to hamper this Christian 
missionary in his work, at every turn. 

TEACHING PuBLICLY.—At least one of the Oriental ver- 
sions translates “publicly” by the Semitic word meaning 
“market,” or “fair.” This rendering gives a glimpse at a 
common method of reaching the people in the Orient. In 
the market-places—any where that there is sufficient space 
for a group of men to assemble—you will see the story-teller 
or speaker surrounded by a group of men, sitting, perhaps, 
cross-legged on the ground. The speaker tells his story with 
a wealth of imagery, and illustrates it with vivid dramatic 
action. The listeners hang with eager interest on every 
word, and express their appreciation of the finest passages 
by exclamations of wonder and surprise, and sometimes even 
by bursting into short snatches of song. If the address is a 
religious appeal from some frenzied faqeer, other outward 
manifestations may show themselves. Weeping, beating of 
the breasts, or even an assault upon the “ infidels,” may show 
the effect of the holy man’s words. 





CHARACTERISTICS OF PAUL’S 
MINIS?RY. 
BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 


1. Paul’s ministry was loyal: “serving the Lord.” It is 
the word used for slave service—donleudn. There was noth- 
ing of the spirit of a slave—base subjection, or angry opposi- 
tion to service forced. But there was the idea of absolute 
surrender. Paul regarded himself the property of Jesus—to 
live and labor for him alone. And this was a joyful volun- 
tary surrender, and so was “ perfect freedom.” Let us in our 
ministry not be secretly serving ourselves; making popu- 
larity, admiration, power, pelf, our aim; nor let us serve the 
state, or the world, or the church, or any society, for the pur- 
pose of pleasing, but only to do goed, remembering that in 
religion we are to be “ serving the Lord?’ (v. 19). 

Zz. Humble. “ With all humility.’ Humility towards our 
divine Lord—following his counsels, and not our own fancies 
—teaching his truth, and not our own speculations—doing 
the work he prescribes, and not that which we might prefer 
—content to go anywhere, do anything, suffer any affliction 
which he ordains, with meek submissiveness with cheeriul 
alacrity. And this should influence our conduct towards 
others. They who teach and preach the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus should exhibit his spirit, and cultivate sweetness, gen- 
tleness, courtesy: not aiming at supremacy, emulating others, 
striving for the higher place, assuming airs of superiority, 
but acting as those who know themselves unworthy to 
occupy the lowest station in the church, who have nothing 
which they have not received, and who may, in the judgment 
of the Searcher of Hearts, be far below some whose gilts and 
position are inferior, but who may illustrate the saying, 
“ Many that are last shall be first, and the first shall be last,” 
If the ministry of such a one as Paul was “ with all humil- 
ity,” how much more should ours be! 

3. Tender. “‘ And with many tears.” 
tender. It is notunmanly to weep. Jesus wept at the grave 
of Lazarus, and when he contemplated the sin and approach- 
ing suffering of Jerusalem. Paul was among the strongest 
of men, and therefore among the tenderest. To the Corin- 
thians (2 Cor. 2: 4) he says, ‘Out of much anguish of heart I 
wrote unto you with many tears.” Again to the Philippians 
(chap. 3: 18): “‘For many walk of whom I tell you even 
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross ef Christ; 
whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly.” How 
different this from the hard sternness, even the jubilant fervor, 
with which sin and sinners have sometimes been denounced 
in school and church! How solemn, yet how tender, was 
Jesus! Weshould be the most tender and tearful when most 
faithful in reproof. If we do not feel tenderness for the 
wrong-doer, it would be better to postpone the just expres- 
sion of our condemnation till we can—in heart, if not ia 
fact—express it “with many tears.” Paul, later on ia his 
address, says, “‘ Remember that by the space ef three years 
I ceased not to warn every one, night and day, with tears” 
(v. 31). 

4. Faithful. He “kept back nothing that was profitable” 
—however it might provoke their anger and opposition, and 
bring loss and danger to himself. He would not prophesy 
“smooth things.” He says (v.27), “I have not shunned to 
declare to you all the ceunsel of God.” A self-seeker, a 
coward, a man-pleaser, would “shun” many topics opposed 
to the prejudices and self-interest of his hearers. We cana 
imagine the case of slave-owners, or distillers and rum-sellers, 


True manliness is 


or Sabbath-traders, or covetous people in a congregation, 
and the inducement to “keep back’’ what would be profit- 
able, but unpleasant, and a shunning to declare the “ whole 
counsel of Ged.” 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BROOKS. 


Blam and Laos, as seen by our American missionaries. 16mo, {llustrated, 
Soe Philadelphia: Fresnytecion Board of Publication. Price, 


‘The Gospel in the 1 Seaees mg". 8 Primeval my. By Joseph A, 
D.D., LL.D. New - edition. i2mo, pp. Pilindel’ 
phia: J.B. Lipplsostt & Oo. ice, $1.50. 


How the Farm Pays: the experiences of forty years of successful farm- 
ing. By William Crozter and Peter Henderson. 6vo, illustrated, 
pp. 0. New York: Peter Henderson & Co. 


Helps to the Study of the Bible, pte 9 ageneral Index,a Seienery of 
wore names, @ concordance, and a series of maps. i16mo, pp. vil, 
78. Oxford: The University Press. Price, $1.50. 


Where Is Heaven? By Hedwig Probl. Translated by M. P. Butcher. 
(The Fatherland Series.) i6mo, with frontispiece, pp. =. Phila 
delphia: Lutheran Publication Society. Price. $1.06." 


Tenants of an Old Farm; leaves from the note-book of a naturalist. pf 
Henry C. McCook, D:D. Illustrated from nature. Small 4to, pp. 
New York: Fords, Howard, and Hulbert. Price, $2.50. 


Our, Littlé Ones and The Nursery: illustrated stories and ms for 


Nttle ple, Edited William T. Adams Oliver Optic). Sinai! 
do, iltas trated, pp. xvi, Boston: Estes AS Laoriat, 


Out of Sere & Bible readings on the Book of Exodus, By G, F. Pente- 
te. Standard Library.) 1i2mo, pp. ix, 2144. New York: 
Funk and Wagnalis, Price, paper, 25 cents: cloth, $1.00. 


Mr. ‘sprmete’ Te about gee petereemes in Germany. eA Mary C. 


n Series.) 0, illustrated, — Phila- 
delphia: Presbyterian Board of Publication. Price, $1 


Mildred by Home, with somethi a her relatives and her friends: a 
sequel to Mildred’s Married Life. By Martha Finley. 16mo, illus. 
trated, Dp. a7 . New York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. Price, $1.25. 


Off to California: a tale of the gold country. Adapted from the Flemish 
of Hendrik Conscience. James F. “Cobb, F.R.G.8.  16mo, illus- 
+ pp. vill, 270. New York: E. and J. B. Young & Co. Price, 


The Little Folks’ Speaker, containing pleces suitable for Sunday-school 
concerts and festivals. etc. Collected and re by 0. a 
eee. 16mo, pp. 172. New York: Ward and Drummond rice, 


Captains of Industry; or, Men of business who did something besides 
making money. A book for Americans. By James Parton, 
boston: 


16mo, with portraits, pp. viii, Houghton, Mifiiu, & Co. 
Price, $1.25. 


The Lay of the Last Minstrel: a err {no six cantos. By Sir Walter 
Scott, Bart. With illustrations by Garrett, Harper be, eb Shelton, 
and Vanes. 8vo, pp. 221. New "York: Thomas Crowell & Co. 
Price, $2.50, 





MORE HOLIDAY PUBLICATIONS* 


And now the end of the holiday publishing season is 
at hand. This week sees the last regular issues for the 
Christmas holidays of 1884, and only a few belated vol- 
umes, too late for this year and too early for next spring, 
will be published within the next few days. The present 
notice, therefore, will include the remaining miscella- 
neous holiday publications which seem to call for present 
attention, 


The two goodly volumes, which constitute the bound 


. Century Magazine for the last publisher’s year, are not 


to be forgotten among the gift-books of the season. The 
Century Magazine never reached a higher level of attain- 
ment than during the publisher’s year which has just 
closed ; its stories and poems were never better, its illus- 
trations never more delicate. The introduction of the 
Open Letter department has been amply justified in the 
course of the year; and the noteworthy series of articles 
on The New Astronomy, of which the last volume sees 
the beginning, may almost be said to mark a new step 
upward in American magazine literature, 

Probably there is no one in America who is better 
fitted to guide the young in the study of his sphere of 
natural history, than the Rev. Dr. Henry C. McCook, of 
Philadelphia, whom the older people know as the 
American specialist in the natural history of ants. Dr. 
McCook has written an interesting story concerning the 
Tenants of an Old Farm, The story was written prima- 
rily for the pages of a recent unfortunate magazine; 
but it is now published complete, in book form. The 
tenants of the old farm are the ants, the spiders, the 
moths, the crickets, the bees, and other non-rent paying 
tenants of that kind. The narrative is just as interesting 
as that of most books of fiction, and a great deal more 
instructive. The illustrations, which are conceived and 
drawn in a spirit of quaint humor, add not a little to the 
attractiveness of the volume. 

Miss Agnes Giberne’s name is also well known in the 
realm of popular natural history. This year’s volume 





*The Century Magazine, Vols. V.and VI. 8vo, illustrated, pp. 962; 962. 
New York: The Century Co. 

Tenants of an Old Farm: Leaves from the note-book of a “Ye 
By Henry ©. McCook, D.D. 120, illustrated, pp. iv, vi, 456, 4 
York; Fords, Howard, and Halbert. 
.. Beryl and Pearl. By Agnes G neg 


12mo. vii, 343, New York: 
Robert Carter and Brothers. Price, $1. tat 


My Grandmother's Pictures. By esac Marshall. 16mo, illustrated, 
pp. 154. New York: Robert Carte: and Brothers. Price, 90 cents. 

Milired at Home: with something about her relatives and friends: a 
sequel to Mildred’s Married Life. By Martba Finley. New York: Dodd, 
Mead, & Go. Prive, $1.25. 


Fiaxie tarowing Up. Small lémo, pp. 202. Boston: Lee and Shepard 
Price, 75 cents. 
The Fairy of the Moonbeam; or, Karl's queer stories. By Mrs. E. T. 
Corbett. l6mo, pp. 4s. New Y fork: hioward Challen, Price, 9 cents. 
The Nutshell Series, Six “ nutshell" volumes on Philosophy, Epi 


4 and Kpita »b, Wit and Humor, Proverbs, Wisdom, and aot Ae og 
ew York: G. P, Putnain’s suns. Price, $8.00, 


Prang’s C mristmes Art Prints on Satin. 
L. Prang & Co, 


Prang’s Christmas Cards. Boston: L. Prang & Co. 


The Common Sense H hold Calend w : 
te Price, 1.00. New York: Charles Scrib- 


The George pieetenes Calendar, New York: White. 
alles. r Stokes, and 


Tae Tenapven Calendar. Boston: L. Prang @Oo, Price, $1.00 


Series No 146A. Boston: 





from her pen, however, touches not natural history, but 
domestic fiction, in which Miss Giberne has also achieved 
some success. Bery! and Pearl is a story about girls, 
and for girls. The narrative is painfully interesting, 
the motive of the story is religious, and its atmosphere is 
Episcopalian. Like Miss Giberne’s stories generally, this 
one is better adapted for the reading of girls over four- 
teen, than under that age. 

For girls under fourteen, My Grandmother’s Pictures, 
by Emma Marshall, is a better book. The style is light 
and easy, and the story, which is an unpretentious 
delineation of child-life, develops itself simply and viv- 
idly. The volume has #& few illustrations, but these are 
very far from being a success. 

Like Tennyson’s brook, the Elsie series seems to “ go 
on forever.” Ten volumes in the Elsie series, and now 
the fifth in the Mildred series, which is practically a 
continuation of the Elsie series, ought to be sufficient to 
satisfy the most insatiable lovers of the Elsie type of reli- 
gious stories. Mildred at Home contains nothing new ; 
it is simply a resetting of the ideas already emphasized 
in the Elsie series, 

It is to be hoped that the author of the Flaxie Frizzle 
stories will not make a similar mistake. Flaxie Grow- 
ing Up is the sixth volume in this really clever series 
of stories for the younger girls. Itis just as fresh as the 
preceding volumes, and it presents a very pleasing type 
of child-life. The ending of the story gives it a special 
fitness for Christmas reading. 

In The Fairy of the Moonbeam, by Mrs. E. T. Corbett, 
little readers will recognize a collection of the nonsense, 
stories by this author which have appeared in several of 
the juvenile magazines. These nonsense-tales in prose 
and verse are bound together into an ingenious and 
equally nonsensical general narrative. The story is 
illustrated with humorous cuts, most of which have 
already appeared in St. Nicholas and other magazines, 

Nutshells is the name of a series of half-a-dozen minia- 
ture volumes of quotation, on various subjects of human 
interest, from philosophy to epigram. The quotations are 
printed in clear type, and each little volume is furnished 
with a good index. The six volumes are enclosed in a 
box with a corrugated silver-paper surface, which is 
designed, presumably, to represent a nutshell. 

For several years, the Christmas art-prints on satin, 
issued annually by L. Prang & Co., of Boston, have 
marked the highest reach of artistic attainment in the 
department of Christmas cards; and so again for this year. 
No. 1246 A is a delicate print, on silvery satin, of a 
bouquet of pansies, apple-blossoms, narcissus, and wild- 
roses, the print vying in fineness of effect with the best 
hand-painting. The satin perfumed cushion is mounted 
on a tinted card, with blue and silvery silken fringes, and 
with silk cords and tassels for hanging. The Christmas 
cards of the same firm show their usual variety in style 
and price, from the more elaborate cushioned and fringed 
card to the tasteful little chromo-cards without mounting 
of any kind. The number of new designs for the present 
season will afford a wide freedom of choice. 

Several new calendars for 1885 are to be added to 
those already mentioned. The Common Sense House- 
hold Calendar by Marion Harland is the most novel. 
The leaf-pad, which is nearly six inches long by three 
and a half wide, is mounted on a large colored card, 
showing Marion Harland in her library. Each daily 
leaf contains one or two household recipes, from the 
household and cookery books of the author. The George 
Macdonald Calendar is a rather plain oblong card, with 
a portrait of Mr. Macdonald, and a leaf-pad containing 
daily selections from the writings of the same author. 
More striking, from the artistic point of view, is The 
Tennyson Calendar. The leaf-pad with selections from 
Tennyson's poems, is printed in gold lettering, and sits 
on a white card whose sole ornament is a set of climbing 
plants, stamped boldly in gold on the white surface 
The first and third of these calendars cost $1.00 each; 
the price of the second is fifty cents. 





Many as are the volumes descriptive of missionary 
fields and of missionary life and labors, they are not yet 
so numerous that new volumes on the same themes are 
not still demanded. Jndia and its Millions, by the Rev. 
Dennis Osborne, of Mussoorie, India, is a book which 
treats both of the missionary’s field and of the mis- 
sionary’s work. It provides popular delineations of the 
literature and the religious life of the Hindoos, and gives 
a few bright little sketches of the actual work which the 
missionary has todo. The style of the author is vivid 
and full of color. Mr. Osborne’s portrait form, the fron- 
tispiece, and there are several photographic illustrations 
of Indian scenery. The profits derived from the publi- 





cation of the work are, it is said, to be devoted to the 





work in India. Mr. Osborne, it will be remembered, 
came to this country to attend the recent Methodist 
General Conference at Philadelphia, and he has become 
widely known since that time as an effective popular 
speaker. (16mo, illustrated, pp. 223. Philadelphia: 
Grant and Faires.) 





A picturesque series of short essays dealing with vari- 
ous aspects of the social and individual life of the 
youngis contained within the covers of the little vol- 
ume which bears the monosyllabic title Chats. The 
title, though so brief, is almost an adequate description 
of the contents of the volume. The essays are reprinted 
from the columns of the Boston newspapers, and have 
the easy conversational tone of the best newspaper essay - 
writing. The author isG. Hamlen, better known by 
her pseudonyn “Our Tender.” The essays are varied in 
subject and tone, ranging from the discussion of 
moral and educational questions to a humorous descrip- 
tion of a cat-concert. They are admirably adapted for 
reading in the odd fragments of time, which intervene 
between the graver affairs of life. (16mo, pp. 279. Bos- 
ton: Lee and Shepard. Price, $1.00.) 


There is much that is worthy of the attention of other 
Christians as well as of the Methodists to whom it is 
addressed, in Why the Success of Methodism? by the Rev. 
Anthony Atwood of the Philadelphia Annual Conference. 
Mr. Atwood points out the various causes which have 
contributed to the great success of the Methodist Church 
in carrying the gospel message among the people, 
and he points out also what he believes to be cer- 
tain dangers in modern ministerial education. The 
author takes extreme ground against theological schools ; 
but that surely need not interfere with the good that is 
in the book. (16mo, pp. 193. Philadelphia: National 
Publishing Association for the Promotion of Holiness. 
Price, 50 cents.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS., 

—How to make the most and the best of the holiday 
season in the Sunday-school is a seasonable and impor- 
tant question. A missionary of the American Sunday- 
school Union in Nebraska writes concerning this matter: 
“We hope during the holidays to grow to the grace of 
giving in our schools, rather than of receiving only.” 
He adds: “I have always tried to make the most of 
holiday times in my schools as affording golden oppor- 
tunities for giving instruction, and for making them 
evergreen. Only two of them closed last winter, and 
there was religious interest in nearly all of them.” 





—Seldom or never has a more enthusiastic body of 
Sunday-school workers come together in New England 
than gathered at the annual convention of the Massa- 
chusetts Sunday-school Union held at Boston in Novem- 
ber, to which attention has previously been briefly 
called in these columns. There were present, says a 
correspondent, 655 delegates from 227 schools in 128 
cities and towns. They included forty-one pastors, 
ninety-eight superintendents, and over five hundred 
teachers. There were in attendance more than two 
hundred Sunday-school workers of the Congregational 
and other denominations, from New England outside of 
Massachusetts, as well as representatives from leading 
points straight across the continent from New York to 
San Francisco. ‘There was never a time,” he adds, 
“when there was ‘so much enthusiasm among Sunday- 
school workers in this section as now.” The Hon. 
Thomas W. Bicknell is president, and Mr. Alexander 
M. Davis secretary, of the Union. 


—Organized temperance work among the young has 
received in Philadelphia a sudden impetus from the 
establishing of the White Ribbon Army, a new temper- 
ance “army” for Sunday-school scholars. The army 
was organized in Bethany Presbyterian Sunday-school, 
of which the Rev. Dr. Arthur T. Pierson is pastor and Mr. 
John Wanamaker is superintendent, on Sunday, Decem- 
ber 7. On that day, 440 persons, chiefly young people, 
signed the pledge against the use of alcoholic liquors as 
beverages, and ribbons and certificates were distributed 
to the signers on the following Sunday. It is expected 
that two thousand signatures will soon be gained in 
Bethany alone. On Monday evening, December 15, a 
general meeting of Presbyterian superintendents and 
teachers was held in the chapel of Bethany Church, 
when addresses in the interests of the movement were 
made by Dr. Pierson and Mr. Wanamaker, and resolu- 
tions were passed looking to the adoption of the White 
Ribbon Army plan in all Presbyterian schools. 

















December 27, 1884.} 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





apieatl ale espunantentieaiareaaell 





827 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 52,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
ts 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 





Decorative Art. Explicit directions for 
every use are given with the Diamond Dyes. 
For dyeing Mosses, Grasses, Eggs, Ivory, 
Hair, etc. 10c. Druggists keep them. Wells, 
Richardson, & Co., Burlington, Vt. 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate for wakefulness. 
Dr. Wm. P. Clothier, Buffalo, N. Y., says: “I 
prescribed it for a Catholic priest, who was a 
hard student, for wakefulness, extreme ner- 
vousness, etc. He reports great benefit.” 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Investors should read the 10 years’ 9 oy 
report of The J. B. Watkins Land Mortgage Co. 
Lawrence, Kan., in this paper, the fourth week of 
every month. $5,580,350 loaned at 7 to 12 per cent. 
Not a dollar lost. 




















EDUCATIONAL. 
LATE ILLe LW LADIES’ SEMI- 
ARY. Rev. T. ING, Principal. 





LASSICAL a tered bade 
247 South Thirteenth Stree 
Re-opened Sept. 15th. J. W. FAIRES, DD. “Principal. 
bad 2 ONE STUDYING MUSIC WILL GET 

valuable information free in the new illustrated 
Calendar. Address E. TourReExR, Boston. 


T JERSEY ACADEMY, 


BRIDGETON, N. J. Principal C. Allen, B.A 


grupY, Book-keeping, Business 
HOME tena tal horthand, etc., 
thoroughly. sonens & mail. Send two 


stamps for Catalogu: BryantBec’ y, Buffalo, N.Y. 


RUCBY ACADEMY, 


Pag sen a Philadelphia, Students” pre- 

Mess OF | or for high s' ding in ‘College. _ 

West Chestnut Street Institute, Seno! for 
Ladies and Little Girls. Twelft gy 

= 7, at 4035 Chestnut St., et Fused bia. For 

circulars address the Prin., ' Mrs. J. A. micipbie RDUS. 


Bishoptho A Boarding School for Girls, Beth- 
rpe lehem, Penna. Prepares for Welles- 
A Vassar, and Smith geet, & Stedents received at 
ellesiey 0 on our certificate. Me Sept. 17. For 
catalogues please apply to Miss F. 1. WALSH. Prin. 


STAMMERING CURED 


RESULTS PERMANENT. 


Mr. George W. Childs, of the Philadelphia Public 
, has seen. many cases before and after treat- 
ment. ‘I also refer to the publisher of (12) STON, 
School Times by permission. E. 8. NSTO 
Institute, 1033 Spring Garden St., Philsdelpbis, 


SCHOOL AGENCY ? Oldose E and best 


J. W. SCHERMERHORN & 0.7 Teast lath Stu. N.Y. 


PHONETIC SHOR SHORTHAND Dinsteocrign. 
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UNDAY-SCHOOL SUPPLIES of all kinds. 
Send for a Catalogue. NPINE & HIG 
GINS, 914 Arch Street, Pulisdelpbie Peng! 


THEOLOGICAL BOOK STORE, 
NEW AND SECOND-HAND, 


710 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
R@SEND FOR CATALOGU K.“@& 


Ready December 15. 
YEAR BOOK of SERMON and 
GOLDEN TEXTS for 1885. 


By J. E. Kirtreber, D.D. Record of sermon text, 
lesson text, weekly ottering. Bible readin , calendar, 
ete. Every scholar needs AR 4 choice gift. Beauti- 
ful, helpful. 15 cents. & DRUMMOND, 
116 Nassau Street, warn Yor ° 


1885. JUST OUT. Price, 50c. 
international S. S. Lesson Daily Calendar. 


Block form, 365 leaves, on a Beautiful Chromo Card. 
Seven different practical thoughts each week. Ask 
bookseller for it, or address 
JAMES ‘ARNOLD, Publisher, Philadelphia. 
“ Associates daily duties with sacred privileges.” — 
BisHOP WaRREN 
oe racticai expositions of the Scriptures." — 
cCooxk. 


Rev. H 
“It ought to contribute nota little to ‘wneea study 




















at home.”—THE SUN DAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
18 THE 


CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLD 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 
SUNDA Y-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICALS, 
and all Sunday-school Supplies. 
mens of papers and catalogues sent free on 
appl jon. 
22 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


The World in Epitome. 


Barnes General histor 


Ancient, Mediayval, and Modern Peoples. 


This beautiful and interesting work is a complete 
library in one volume, for the genera! reader. as well 
as a text book of unusual merit for the class-room. 

632 pp. Half morocco. Profusely illustrated. 

Postpaid, $1.75. 


A. S. BARNES & OD. Publishers, 
LLL aad 113 William &t., New York. 








GET THE BEST!! 


Is it wise, in order to save a 
trifle, to give your children cheap 
papers, with poor pictures and 


| matter ? 


Send for samples of our pa- 
pers, and compare them. 


CHILD’S PAPER, monthly, - $12 a 100. 
MORNING LIGHT, monthly, - $12 a 100. 
APPLES OF GOLD, weekly, - $35 a 100. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., New York. 
INVALUABLE 


FOR THE 


Bible Student and the General Reader. 


THE HANDY ATLAS OF THE WORLD. 


Containing 38 boastifally colored maps and 
many valuable statist 

Among the special nokeren ofthe Atlas are: 

A full-p map of the Bible Lands. 

A map of Palestine. 

A map of Egypt and the Soudan (Cush, of the 
——— 

map of Central Afyion Serine recently estab- 
ished trading- he les and most accurate 
of the region published. 

mA so, @ map of the new Standard Rallway Time of 

the big States; a commercial map of the United 





States ——— maps of representative Ame 
Cities; val lway maps of all the States of the Union; 
map showin 


m recent Polar Explorations; anda 
new map of f Alaska. " 


If you cannot obtain It of your bookseller. send 50 
Cts. to the publishers, and receive it, postpaid, by mail. 
Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor, & Co., fottiehore, 

753 and 755 Broadway, New ae 





Sample to any Supt. or ecy. 4 
maps ia colors. 100 hints to teach- 


FREE Class 


Boo ples Tickets, 
EILERS’ I INTERNATIONAL, ‘. RECOR Mit 


Bhows the weadition et rr the sWeboet et a yan Seouee s aes a 
Sunday or the entire 4quarters, If properly kept will 





tor 40 Ciasse: for 40 Classes 


GOLDEN TEXTS | & INTER, ‘$. 5. LESSONS iss 


-fold, on cardboard 
pa rn i siete: gy vere dE ony ‘best thing to give on 
schotar for next year. Per} er doz, 80 cts, 

MAPS, CHARTS, SUNDAY BCHOOL REQUISITES, te. 
A. H. EILERS & CO., Pub., St. Louis, Mo. 


BanyuooD ~~: BABYHOOD 


BABYHOOD. DI ; Sait Seal 
scusses every importan pic con- 
BABY HOOD. cerning nursery life—the Pec 
BABY HOOD requirements of infants and young 
BABYHOOD. ch <4 sacthaeton ° ed 
menta evelopment, 1@ Sanitary 
BABY HOOD. conditions of their surroundin the 
BABY HOOD. a ce Ree repay rome ype of their 
omes, questions of dress,amusement, 
ape oor eges etc., and the many minor problems of 
BABY HOOD. 


pursery economy. 

It aims to present current news and 
BABY HOOD. 
BABYHOOD. 


information from ever available 

* peter + ee @ door and outdoor woresty life. Price, 
HALF PROTESTANT CHRISTENDOM. 
194 pages; Life of Luther; full statistics; maps; 
Sold by all Lutheran Pub. Houses. Order 








source, which may contribute to the 

welfare of Infancy, and aid in lighten- 

ing the thousand and one duties of in- 
BABY HOOD $1,50 a year; 15 cents a copy. he 
BABY HOOD. * BABY HOOD,” 18 Sprace St., N. 

FE Lutheran Church Embraces ONE. 
Numerically THE FOURTH IN THE U. 8. 
Fully set forth in 

’ 
Stall’s Lutheran Year-Book for 1885. 
illustrations ; names and post-office addresses 
of allithe (3708) Lutheran ministersinthe U.S 
and Canada. Price 25 cents, one. 
through any local book store,or send direct tothe 
editor, Re Rev. SYLVANUS $ STALL, Lancaster, Pa. 


EVERYBODY'S PAPER. 


An illustrated gospel paper, established 
fifteen years ago, by D. L. Moody, and used in 
thousands of homes and Sunday-schools in 
the United States with great acceptance. 
Sample copy free. Address 


D. R. NIVER, 
ALBANY, N. Y. 


a@ THREE MONTHS FOR TEN CENTS.“@ 


THE BIOGRAPHICAL MAGAZINE. 


Published Monthly at One Dollar a Year. Each 
number ‘contains about 25 EXCELLENT PORTRaITS 
and comprehensive Te peg sketches of notable 

*Men and Women ofthe Hour.” To introduce it, will 
pe seme. 3 MONTHS for Ten l-ceat aama. 

L. KLiorscu & Co., Publishers, 92 White St. Y. 











The Atonement for Sin and Sickness. 
The most comprebensive and heipfu! book on faith- 
healing published. Send stamp for full circular, with 
contents, to the author 

___ Carr. R- KELSO CARTER, Custer, Pa 


BOOKS FOR SUNDA Y-SCHOOL 


Send for our list GOSn ROU eT 
eI & WOGLOM, 122 Nassau St, N. Y. 


CRAP BOOK PICTURES, Send 10,25, or 0 cts. 
for sample lot. Satisfaction guaranteed or money 
returned. O.8. BUNNELL, 706 Chestnut St., Phila 


S* ND FOR Catalogue of Publications of The ae 
tional School of Elocution and a. Philad 











HE BEST SUNDAY-SCH 
Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLID 
blishers, r 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., Fubtis4en. eek 


Bend to H. H. Carter, wholesale stationer, 3 
Me LAAN AL tp 


KS. 
00'S is 














New Sunday Schoot Songs, 
JOYFUL LAYS 


CONTAINS NOT ONLY THE NEWEST BUT 
THE BEST SONGS ISSUED THIS SEASON, 
HUNDREDS OF SCHOOLS 

have adovted Jorrut Lays, find are delighted. 





We publish a line of rus eee pd Books for 
Sunday -schoo! Ag + 
Choirs, etc., ete. 


A full catalogue and specimen pages sent free on 
request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 East Ninth St., New York, 
___ 81 Randolph St., Chicago, 


“THE TEACHER'S IDEAL” 


THE NEW MUSICAL 
CURRICULUM. 


By George F. Root. 


The Best PIANO INSTRUCTOR ever 
lished. Price, $3.00, by mail. 
pages free. Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & C@O., 
Cincinaati, Ohio. 
_ For sale by all Book and Music Dealers. 


HOLY VOICES. 


Poe, EK. 8. LORENZ. and ISAIAH BALTZELL 
ual, if not superior, to any Music Book 
x benday-cehoots, 192 pages, board 
wnipaid es. v4 mail, postpa id; $4.00 
per Gdecn ty teat, post; per dozen oe express, 
econ charges un 0 per hundred by express. 


Wa SHUEY, Publishe 
J. SHUEY, Publisher, Dayton, 0. 
+ a sale by bookselle: 


MUSIC CIVEN AWAY! 


To introduce our New Seceeees ofall kinds of Sheet 
Music, Music Booka and Instruments. in 
every ‘tamily having a a on , we will, on re- 
ceipt of 10c., send § plete es of Vocal 
and Instrumental Mu fall music naz, 





“e", 





pub- 
Specimen 





cover, 





heavy pa New and oraler. Worth $2.00 
at resi ae WILLIS WOOD RD & CO., * 


Broadway. New" ‘York : 





NEW S. S. MUSIC BOOK BY ASA HULL. 


Price, 35 cents; $3.60 per dozen, 
ASA HULL, 240 Fourth Ave., New York,N.Y. 


i >) ya Bh } Tv) VT 
i ye ie H BRL Ls 
> i ae wr 


THE Bergan at tae or np a” - 


QUR SABBATH HOME ! rirmicn”"N k'w. 


One Copy | mailed 35e. J. Hoop, 1018 Arch St, | Phila 


4 “HINTS ON EXPKESMION.” S2rerb Cree: 






























es, Mouth ~~ Ears, in various tions 

Hair, oS. Cur rounds, ete.; fifty illus 

The A vx to ortrait Making, dirco 

tione ‘for Se Price 25. 600° copie: 
methods of aren 


Seatac EGE PEARL Artist, ngs fas ly 


BS OOK | K Agente Wanted. American Publishing Co., 
rd, Chicago, Cincinnati, or St. Louis. 


A LOGUE or BEST BOOKS For AGENTS 

sent free, tay Mother, Home, and 

Heaven verybody. 126,000 
sold. #150monthiy. B Tae Publisher, New York. 


WANTED Forour unparalleled work. A bound! 











Catalogue «* 
Price List 


or 
Men's and Boys’ Clothing 
and Furnishing Goods 
is now ready, and will be mailed 
to any address, upon request. 
' Wanamaker & Brown, 
OAK HALL, 
Philadelphia, Pa, 

















NEW STAMPING OUTFIT! 
’ With this Outfit you can do your own 
Stamping, and Stamping for others. 

Our New Outfit contains 35 STamPING 
PATTERNS, Designs of Dnisies, Ferns, 
Wilda Roses, Bouquets, lines, Strips, 
Scallops. Vines,etc. Full Instructions Jor 
bay ping, Box Powder, Pad, Instructions 

‘or Indetible Stamping. NEW SAMPLE 
,-, containing over 1,300 [LLUSTRA- 
TIONS of New and Choice Patterns for 
all kinds of Embroidery. We send this 
wy Outfit by mail for $1.00. 

" Exrra STAMPING PATTERNS. —Out- 





\ line Alphabet (% letters), 50c.; Sheaf of 
Wheat, l5e.; Cluster of Strawberries, 10e. ; Forget-Me- 
Nots, lic.; OCulla Lily, l5e.; Pansies, lie.; Pond Liltes, 


lée., va ‘Design, Joc. ; Golden Rod and Asters, lic. 
5; es ac, Loe, SPECIAL OfFER.—We will s ni 
all these eure Stamping Patterns and the Stamping 


Outfit for 
Address J. F. INGALLS, Lynn, Mass. ‘ 


K. Contains instruc- 
tions for all the stiches. Tells how 


K : . NEW Boo 
ensington to work Golden xcomb 
Sumac, Pussice lllows, and 
Embroide 66 other flowers, Tells Tus rror- 
ee conors for petals, leaves, stems, 
AND &c.,of each. Tells now to Press, TRIM 
AND FinisH, &c. Price, 35c.; 5 for $1, 
The Colors 125 NEW STICHES sor 
Crazy Patchwork, Full instruc 
densand Vaden ne stiches, 25c. 
of Flowers, SA. SY 


PAT- 
TEENS New Book andNew 








as Ts a. 25c.; 6 for $l. A eis went’, Pa 
NEW SAMPLE ROOK OF STAMPING 
PAT ERAS. ‘bes desl Fe ek de. 


ae entire. Price lic. The biggest Catalogue out. 
cw Stamping Outfit. Containseverything need- 
ed and 35 patterns for ever rin © jyfimbrobtes 
Kensington Painting. STA} NG Wie LNOTR 
The best outfit ever merce for 
All four Books and the Stamping Outfi 1. 
Send stamp for fil govosintion s of Outhis Books, &e. 


. KFEF, Lynn, Maes, 


MADE BEAUTIFUL. This Book 
and gives da 


and 
B, 





teaches Kensington, Arrasene and 
other Feamera oom Ait Ribbon W ork, etc. 
Also contains a chapter on Patchwork 
s of several blocks, and a variety of 
new waitches for joining the silk. It also contains a 
descriptive list of several hundred patterns for various 
kinds of embroidery. Prufusely illustrated. Price, 
tpaid, 15 cts. Agents wanted. Address Patten 
Publishing Co,, 38 W. ith St., New York. 


THE UNION TRUST CO., 


_____— GE and 613 Chestnut Street. 


MORTGAGE Only the most desirable loans. Ab- 


solute safety and satisfaction. The 
Kansas- Missouri Loan & Trust Co. Wyandotte, Kan 


FARMS& MILLS 

For Sale & oe 

re E Cata 
ichmend, 














80 orders in 4 days;" * 60 or- 
50,000 =. jo 3 days;" “ Never less than 152 


AGENTS S2ces Te 








GOLDEN RULE ALLIANC 2 cancel aes 
reas mes sof Ev 1 Churches. Insures 


$3,500. Only IWaseesements 
Agents. Wanted. Liberal Gouatlasiod te ‘Address 
ENCELEY, Sec’y, P.O. Box 16s, Boston, Mass. 


| REESE GREAT uoBRAVE 


lerbert W. Morris, DD. 





owllolid B - $1 Var dheoth want 
Rows here. "otes AGENTS wanted. 
Address 4. L, WARRER & CO. 1117 Chestnut St., Philadel 





IGTORIAL NEW TESTAMENT, 
VOR wath td os hal 
jn foun 4 Cc. AB 
Rev. JACOB AB 
Rev. LYMAN ABBOTT, D.D. 


LLUSTRATED NEW ran ROS ny ’ 
KING JAMES VERSION. —witn NOT 


Rev. JOHN Se c ABBO DD! 
acon A 
hgrate Wented, soueae Free, and — Ap ‘Paid. 
8. GOODSPE 


rth cna 7 “CHICAGO. 








VESTHENT required. Hew 
H : toctiod for mak ag 


NW m mA Ez ying 
make $40. Hb OW MAK Se ceca” seo 


acest mamp J, W. MA EER, "2s New a 
ze ay Gaels: 
WO 








TO EMBROIDER CRAZY QUILTS 


get Brainerd and Armstrong's factory ends called 
Waste’’ Embroidery—sold s less than half price. 
#@ cents will buy = would cost One Dollar tn 
a? all e fothree "alk pM Seantifal colors, in pieces 
yards long. Send # cents in 

ast rod 


ee D eee oe 
— Beoarwas, Naw Ue ag ag ey 


so INVESTORS “ea 


Should confer with the 


WESTERN FARM MORTGAGE CO., 


lawrence, Kansas, First Mertgage Real Es- 
tate Loans yy ‘e ey, York. solute Satis - 
faction GUARA ED. For reliability, consult 
Third Nat. Heals, nS Y. icity or Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 
Kan. Security! ar nterest promptly paid, 
Send for pam phiet, with lestimopiais,sam ple forms,etc. 
F. M. Perkins pes} N. F. Hart, {Eu erkins, Sec'y. 
1.'T. Warne. V, Pres} dudilor." (G. W. Gillett. Treas. 


% NE TO INVESTORS. 
oO The undersigned wi 

| ee 
gage on first-class Real Real Ay a4 


apolis or Hennepin Co. Minn. wi - three 
times theamount of theloan, and guaranteed 
to net 8 per ct Satisfaction guaranteed. 
#4 years in bus) ness in this city. @Firet-class 
ref Send for circular. Mention this paper. 
8.H. BAKER, Loan Av't.. Minnenpolis, Mina 


% INTEREST 


Finer MORTCACE 


thes LOANS! 


For th lends and 
AD 


AVE 
oat GE, nA ED. NEVER Out 


< are ecipal or interest on any loan 

cted and sent to you, free 
* Ss. wT hese loans are very safe, and 
ay nearly thive | U. $.8 Iam known 
imes a8 much as s Sand recome- 
mended by leading 2:88 sa and clergymen, 
bast + West—men for whom I have been making 
these investments for NINE YEARS — 

a RE EFERENCES 
Rev. WM. L. GAGE, D. Hartford, pM 
ME. GATES PH.D Ib President Rutgers Col- 

New eeeaetiok NJ. 

. MILA E, Pres't Geneseo Normal School, 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. VERY xerchiefs, linens in general, 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. BEAUTIFULLY BOUND bedding, mattresses, furni. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly ee @#ilanamaker’s. ture, carpets and rugs, house- 


at the following rates, which include postage. 
From te fm copies, ONE Y CBR, cvceceesssseseseeeeeereeees wy 


“ Wt bs copies i ° 
“ 20 copies or over.. ~ ae.” 
Three or six months at the same ‘proportionate rate. 
To the person forming a club of on er grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy fr 
The papers for a club will be sent either to the indl- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
one address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. The papers for a club should all go to one 
office, although in cases where a portion of the 
teachers of a achool get their mall matter from one 
t-office, and others in the same school get theirs 
m another, the papers will be sent accordingly. 
Different achools are not to unite in the forming o a 
club, but each school should have ite own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it. 








Additions may be made at ony time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as erpeely ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 
paper. 


— papers for a club, whether going tna kage to 

e address, or sent py to the members of the 

club. will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription. 


The yellow label on each paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the paper has been 
patdfor. If the publisher does not by thai date receive 
arequest from the subacriber that the gl be —— 
tinued, he will continue to send it, he 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, y the ‘rue 
scriber ao desires, and remits the amount due 
time that he has received tt, The papers for a (ob wilt 
be at once om the expiration of the club subserip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the sume ts received. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the’ post- _ 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the oi 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state. 


Ifaciub subscription is renewed by some a 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating thet 
the club he subscribes for takes vroad — of the one 
formed last year by . 


FOR THE SMALLER “SCHOOLS, — « ‘new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on peed of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large — b oh ¢ the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate t provides that when 
the nite force of teachers in any school is less than 

y, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on eoewce that the order for the papers be 
accompanied b ya statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the club is not less than the full number of 
teachers in the school. This does not ime that every 

must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number vot copies ordered must not be less than the 
fullnumber of teachers. Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of copies in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate. Trachers belonging to the — household 
may be counted as ONE in m suc 1s 
the number of teachers in a school. For example: 
there are seven teachers tn a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three to another, the 
club eubeorigtion need not be for more than four 
copies, in order to secure the low rate, 

An extracopy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on this plan “ for the smaller schools.” 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
all the teachers of a school to examine i 
free upon eee. 

Ifa more thorough examination a8 jee paper ts de- 
sired than can be had th > pabtuner ving specimen 
copies of asingle issue, be ublisher po send (in a 
pack one address y number of copies each 
oa for four weeks © Rng Xe the rate of t cents 

copy. Ten copies, for instance, would thus cost 
Pighty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton,27 Paternoster Row 
London, E. C., will send The American Sunday School 
Times, post t free, for ra year, to any: address In Great 
Britain, for ten “shillings prepaid. ig Dy A will be 

wopence, 


to enable 
will be sent 


sold by ‘all the principal newsdealers, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
P. O. Box 1550. 


Floral Gem Series 


ROYAL PROMISES. 


A collection of texts of Dertptane, with 0 eroptiots 
hymns, put up in a new an pe, with 
original cover. All printed tn six aners and gold, 
making a most charming gift for old or young. 
Square ’mo. App. cts. 


ROYAL WORDS OF GRACE. 


Another of the Series of * Floral Gems,” different 
from the last and yet of the same general shape 
and character. omens entirely new in shape, 
matter, and design. Square 24mo. 4 pp. Bcts. 


The VOICE of THANKSGIVING 


The third of our “ Floral Gems,” with texts and 
hymns specially adapted for Cualevins. Ouly 
one-half the size of the last two, with same general 
characteristics, 32mo. 48 pp. 2 cts. 


American Tract Society, 
150 Nassau 8St., New York; 52 Bromfield St., 
Boston; 1512 Chestnut S8t., Philadelphia; 
75 State St., Rochester; 153 Wabash Ave., 
Chicago; 757 Market St., San Francisco, 


ABBOTT ON “THE ACTS." 


An illustrated Commentary for Christian Workers, 
Svo, cloth. Price, postpaid, $1.75. 

“It will rank among the best commentaries of the 
day."’— Rev. Wm. lor, D.D. (Cong.) ** For quick 
reference on a minister's table, for help at family study 
for aid in the Sunday. schoo! lesson, ons teommend 











this as the best book I know.”—Rev. CS. og my 
D.D. (Pres.) “ Convenient in form. © ‘om pact, clear 
and interesting in comment.’ ‘— Bishop Padd» ck (Epis.): 
“students will be wise to possess themselves of th 
help. Bishop Foster (Meth.). “I have met with 
i of 4 kind which, in my Judgment, is so emi- 
nently adapted to aid the earnest Sunday-school 
teacher in his preparation for teaching.”—Rev. R. R. 


Meredith (Cong.). “One of the ablest cofhmentaries 
of the century.” —J. H. Vineent, D.D. (Meth.) “ The 


best commentary—immensely su tive and oer, 
esting to me.” — Rev. Wayland Hi D.D.(Bapt.) * Pad 
approaches nearest the true idea of @ popu m- 


mentary.’ — Pres, Anderson ( 
A. &. BARNES & “Obs 9 lil 
New Yerk and Ch lcago. 


- “OXFORD” 
Treachers’ Bibles. 


T. NELSON & SONS, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 








ATTRACTIVE BOOKS. 


A BIBLE PORTRAIT GALLERY. By Rev. Richard 
Newton, D.D., author of “ Illustrated Rambles in 
Bible Lands,” “ Pearls from the East,” etc.. etc. 
Quarto, beautifully illustrated. Price,75 cents. 

This book will be one of the most popular and suit- 

able gift-books for a boy or girl. Dr. Newton, in this 

portrait gallery, is at home, genial and good. 

IN AFTER YEARS. A sequel to “Through the 
Winter,” by the author of “On the Way Home,” 
ete. 12mo, illustrated. Price, $1.50. 

All who have read * Through the Winter” will wel- 

come this book. 

THROUGH THE WINTER SERIES. This popular 

series will consist of “ Through the Winter,” “On 

the Way Home,” and “In After Years.” Three 
12mo books in abox. Price, only $4. 

DIDLEY DUMPS; or, John Ellard the Newsboy. Fifth 

edition, revised and enlarged. By F. Ratchford 

Starr, M.A.,authorof” WhatCan I Do?” (A ques- 

tion for professing Christians.) “ May I Not? or, 

Two Ways of Looking Through a Telescope,” and 

“Farm Echoes.” 12mo, cloth. Illustrated. Price, 

75 cents. 


The royalty on the sale of this book is donated by the 
author to the Newsboys’ Aid Society of Philadelphia, 


WEE DAVIE. By the Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D. 
New edition, with an Introductory Letter by the 
Rev. Donald Macleod, D.D., narrating the circum- 
stances In which the story was written in his 
manse, 16mo,cloth. [lustrated, Price, 60 cents, 
NUMBER THREE WINIFRED PLACE. By Agnes 
Giberne, author of “Gwendoline,” 12mo, cloth. 
Illustrated. 306 pages. Price, $1.25. 

LEAVES FROM THE TREE OF LIFE. New edition. 
A verse of Scripture with words of comment or 
illustration for every day in the year. 18mo, cloth. 
Gilt side stamps. 249 pages. Price, 60 cents. 

OUR PICTURE BOOK, 1885. The four large papers, 
the Youth’s World, Truth in Life, Illustrated 
Treasury of Knowledge, and Sunday Hour, for 
1884, in one volume, bound in cloth. Price, $1.00. 
SUNDAY AT HOME, 1884. The bound volume of 
this popular magazine will be ready shortly, 
Price, $3.50. 


The American 
Sunday-school Union, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Phila., or 
10 Bible House, New York. 


The Century Co. are among the benefactors of 
the human race. Jt is not too much to say that 
while The Century stands at the head of current 
magazine literature, in St. NICHOLAS we have 
the best serial publication for Me and girls the 
present pots a has seen.—THE COUNTRY 
GENTLEMAN, LOSDON, 


THE JANUARY 


ST. NICHOLAS 


The interesting “ Recollections of a Page in 
the U. 8. Senate” include chapters on 

The Organization of Congress. 

How the Representatives are Elected. 
How the Senators are Elected. 
How the Laws are Made. 

A charming reproduction in color of the 
medallion-portrait, by St. Gaudens, of a child, 
is the frontispiece of this number. In Feb- 
ruary begins 

A SERIAL STORY BY E. P. ROE. 

Subscription price, $3.00 ayear. Single num- 

were 25 cents. All dealers, or THE CENTURY 
4 N Ew YORK. 


New S. 8. Cards, 


WORDS OF THE KING. No.63. 


Apa from original designs, with fine flowers 
lors, and special attention paid to the selec- 
Ae a 12 cards,4by 6. I2texts. 30 cts. 


HELPS BY THE WAY. No. 64. 


~~, similar to afi last — Gmere ety 
e Vouga, e sogans y prin mach card has two 
texts carefully selected. 12 cards, 4 by 6. 30 cts. 


MANNA FOR THE DAY. No.65. 
Twelve fioral cards with heads of children, from 
designs by Miss Lathbury. 12 cards, 3by i‘. 25 cta. 


JEWELS. Mo. 66. 


Floral cards with heads similar to last, sy entinely 
different. I2cards,3by 444 12 texts. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., N. Y.; 52 Bromfield st, 
Boston; 1512 ‘Chestnut S., Philadelphia ; 
75 State St., Rochester ; 153 Wabash Av. " 
ae 757 Market St., San Francisco. 


Gar a BONANZA for A ACENTS is 


TREASURY o SONG 














meek Even home 
Thee sa Ssrair H ts making mone 
FAST, Noe wanted . Terms extra libera 


Apply to HUBBARD tose yt 8, 723 Chestnut St. Phila. 


O! RE! Mi! FA! SOL! LA! SI! D0! 


Why pay exorbitant prices for sheet music, when 
you can get all the latest compositions, both vocal 
and instrumental, at § cts. acopy? By mail, 6 
cts. All operas, songs, duets, quartets for piano, 
banjo, guitar, cornet, and violin. Send stamp for 
___ catalogue. Post PuB . Co,,21 Beekman St., N.Y. 


fT OF THE SEASON: “ Geikie’s 
THE THE GI BOOK ror an Ro eee Bibie..* itd 
JAMES POTT ew York, 











Suadacgengel L Library Bé Books, Send to D. R. 





< Promise Bank 24-t0taey PEN. 


WELL, CHICAGO, ILL. 





PatcaDELpata, December 22. 

The peculiar weather, fall in 
he midst of winter, cuts 
short the sale of warmer 
clothing of every sort. No 
matter how cold the end of 
December and January and 
February and March may 
be, the fact is fixed already 
by the warm beginning that 
thousands of people will bear 
the cold with less precaution, 
because it comes so slowly. 
We are hardened to the win- 
ter by long expecting winter, 
and by its slow approach. 

We therefore change the 
condition of trade by making 
prices so low as to attract 
unwilling buyers. The 
change is gradual, very grad- 
ual. Indeed the change is 
less, because we made low 
prices months ago; lower 
than ought to be made in 
prosperous times ; lower than 
can be made in any but 
calamitous times. 

There is every reason to 
believe that wholesale prices 
have got to the bottom. Raw 
materials of several sorts 
have begun to be firm; 
and some have begun to rise. 
The prices of nothing in trade 
have risen. Prices are there- 
fore at the very bottom. The 
only further downward move. 
ments are reasonably sure to 
be exceptional. Chances are 
overwhelmingly the other 
way on everything. 

On the other hand the 
probable behavior of retail 
merchants with bills to meet 
and stocks of goods on their 
hands is worth your thinking 
of. The instant the stay of 
holiday trade is over there is 
sure to be a general scram- 
ble. Had you better wait 
for the chance of buying for 
less? 

That is your question. 
We have answered it already: 
and this is only to keep the 
answer in mind. 

In the midst of holiday 
irade upon goods adapted 
for gifts, when the store is 


looking uncommonly bright 
with the glitter of gifts, when 
thousands of givers are 
thinking of bric-a-brac (Ev- 
erything is bric-a-brac to us 
that belongs to a month be- 
fore Christmas), when peo- 
ple throng the store to see 
the spectacle, we are think- 
ing of the solidest merchan- 
‘lise we deal in. 

We advertise cloths and 
dress-stuffs, dresses and 
wraps, furs and overcoats, 
clothing for man, woman and 
child, gloves, hosiery, under- 
wear, neckwear, laces, hand- 


keeping conveniences, china, 
lamps, upholstery, books, 
writing-papers, stationery 
,wares, pocket-books, bags, 
hats, shoes, umbrellas, Japan- 
ese wares, baskets, toilet arti 
cles, playthings, and a thou- 
sand more. 

Why? Because we are 
selling these things. Be- 
cause people are buying 
them. We are giving the 
news of things that people 
are eager to hear about; 
such news as develops from 
day to day in the store. 

The great majority not 
only of people but of pros- 
perous people are buying 
substantial merchandise. 
Everybody seems to think it 
the time to buy. 

And this is our answer. 
Itzs a good time to buy. We 
know it from you. We have 
done what we could to make 
it a good time to buy. We 
did it, first, by gathering 
bravely when most of the 
merchants were  croaking 
about hard times. We did 
it, next, by selling for cost 
what we’d rather sell without 

rofit than not sell at all. 
We did it, third, by taking 
out of the market whatever 
was tumbling. It is a good 
time to buy. 

Joun WANAMAKER. 


hestnat, Thirteenth and Market streets 
1 ty-hall square, 








Snodgrass, 
Murray & Co. 


CLOTHS 


Market and Ninth Streets, 
Philadelphia. 





Dress Cloths, 
Astrakans, 
Sealskin Cloths. 


Men’s Cv...ings. ; 
Trouserings, 

Boys’ Cassimeres, 
Overcoatings. 


ee 
WRITE FOR SAMPLES. 








Send for Price List and Circular! 


AUTOMATIC 


“NO TENSION” SEWING MACHINE. 





NOISELESS _ + gtd al Bes ye ane 


Post Beoutttul and Du e Work, 
OES NOT INJ URE MEALTH 
Wilicos & Gibbes. M, Co., 658 Broadway, N.Y, 





1437 Chestout Street, Philadelphia, 


Ulster Cloths, 
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December 2 27, , 1884.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 








Ss. Ss. 
iSUPTS. 


Send Your 


Rev. D. H. McVicar, 


and Addresses for a 





FREE SAMPLE 


Rev. W. Randoip, Rev. B. M. Paimer 


or tHe COLORED DESIGNS, 


The best Internationa! Lesson Iliustra- 


tions Published. 


ENDORSED BY Rev. J. H. Vincent, B.F. Jacobs, E. Payson Porter, Philip Gillett, nal J. A. Worden, Rev. H. L. Baugher,| ROV. LITHOCRAPH CO. & 











PAINE’S, BOSTON, MASS. 


Send fer Price and New Photegraphs. 


WALKER ae 


Warranted 5 years, satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. The 
Best, most Efficient, and Durable Washer in the world. 
Has no rival, the only machine that will wash perfecily clean without rub- 
bing. Can be used in any sizcd tub, or shifted from ono tub to another 
inamoment. So simple and easy to operate tho most delicate 
lady or child can do the work. Made of Galvanized Iron, and 
the only Washer in the world that has the Rubber Bands on the 
Rollers, which prevent the breaking of buttons and injury to clothea, 


AGENTS WANTED Escusis cto, sallinc, 8.00. 


brated acre * A, Lebeerae 7 at Ry hy Bg 
WASHER CQO., Erie, Pa. 














Circulars free. 








CHURCHEPARLOR A GAXTERC-SWAN 
rei 44S..2"4 Sr, 
MF'D BY PHILA. 


And STEREO rices. Views illustrating 
eres? See er PUB TS” EXHIBITIONS. te 


A FROFITABLK BUSINESS FOR A MAN WIT 
Lanterns for Home Amusement. 


McALLISTER, Optician, 49 N: Theanes St.. New 





MENEELY BELL COMPANY. 


The Finest Grude of Church Bells. 
Greatest Experience. Lar, ~~ _— 
Illustrated Catalogue mail 


CLINTON H.M RASELY BELL COMPANY, 


oy N. ¥. 


. MENEELY & COMPANY, | 








noted for superiority over all others. 





Schools, Fire A 


ARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free, 





36-page Now Seek FREE. 


sor BURT'S SHOES 


They hey FIT | PERFECTLY 
They are EASY on the FEET. 
They are SUPERIOR ‘IN STYLE. 
Every Pair WARRANTED, 


Vienna, 1873. 


SIAMESPYLES 


ry NWS 





Paris, 1867. 


PEARLINE 
Tt BEST THING KNOWN fos 
W.ASHING«» BLEACHING 


1H HARD OR SOFT, HOT OR COLD WATER. 
SAVES LABOR, TIME and SOAP AMAZ- 


John Potts, Hon. F. Fairbanks. 


-~=THE BEST 


WEST TROY, N. Y., BELLS 


For Churches, Schools, etc. ; also Chimes 
and Peals. For more than half a century 


. Buckeye Bell Foundry. 


Bells of pure eens Tin for Churches, 
rms, Farms,etc. FULLY 


VANDUZEN & TIFT, Cincinnati, 0. 


Philadelphia, 1876. 


FOR LADIES, MISSES, AND CHILDREN, 


each Shoe, and are warranted to give satisfaction, 










ow [9 
"MAKER 





McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY 


and Chimes for Churches, T 
Clecks, &c.. &c. an 
nee sent free. Address 





MAICROSCOPES 2 hermometers, 


graphic Outfits for Amateurs, 
W. H. Walmsley & Co., successors to R. & J 
Beck, Philad’ a. 


CHURCH AND LODGE FU RNITURE 
Send for Catalogue. ®. C, all 
& Co., Manufacturers, 73 Portland St., Boston, yon 


Manufacture those celebrated Bells 
lower 


- McSHANE & Co., Baltimore, M Md. 


is, Spectacles, E Barome- 
Photo- 
Glasses, etc. 


Tilus. Price List’ free to any address. 






NEW YORK 


Lining Stamp. 


MANUFACTURED BY 


NEW YORK. 


ALSO AT 


PULPIT SUITS Kopin de Gos, oP Bat | SELLTAM TANN,S £0 Lonnor, Engrs 


bury Street, Boston. Send for Catalogue, 


H JENNER & CO., EpINBURGH, Scort. AND. 
COPELAND & LYE, GLaseow, 





STAINED GLASS SUBSTITUTE scmpie 


UNG, 731 Arch St., 


JOHN ARNOTT & CO., BELFAST, IRELAND. 
ARNOTT & CO., DUBLIN, 





Church Lamps. ner, 96 South * Second ey Pua” 





W. Hunt- 
Money Jugs Cheap. ingdon St, Philadelphia. 





The Best Kerosene Light. 
No chimney orglobe. Nosmoke or odo! 
Non-explosive. Cleanly. 
like gas, 


Adapted for all places. 
one, delivered free in U.8.. for $5.50. 
Manufactured by 
HITCHCOCK LAMP CO. 


Hon. R. P. FLOWER, Pres’t. 
Remember, this is the 
‘HITCHCOCK LAMP.” 


THE HITCHCOCK LAMP 


All metal. 
Burns open 


Saperior fur reading and sewing. 
If not found at the stores, ae will send 


(Incorporated 1873.) Watertown, N.Y 


JOHN PARKER, Jr., & Co., 


20 Seuth Ei hth Stree 
Special and “only agents in Philadelphia. 





Paris, 1878. 


cuunNe BURT SHOES 


Have the full name stamped on the sole and lining of 


EDWIN C. BURT & CO., 


And sold by leading retail shoe dealers in nearly 
every city throughout the United States and Canada. 





r. 


Are the CHEAPEST 
and BEST for CHIL- 





e, Philadelphia, all 


t9 GIVE SOLA ane: 2.08 TiAl 
by al sinha 











Ame for Burt’s Shoes. They fit perfectly. 
factured by Edwin C. Burt & Co., New York. 


so 











FOR SALE BY ALL STATIONERS. 


THE ESTERBROOK STEEL PEN CO., 
Works, Camden, N, J. 


26 John St., New York 


NEWBRANSON 
KNITTER 


Is now known throughout AMERICA 







KNITTING 


R MADE, Makes seam- 
less hose, double heel and toe. 





Runs either by hand or power. 
Capacity, from 6 to 8 
dozen 
day. A child can use them. 













JAMES L. BRANSON 


197 E. Madison St. Chicage 


and EUROPE as osteo Simplest and 


MACHINE 


airs of Socks per 


t@” For ciroulass’ adGvess 


505 Chestnut St., Phila., Pa. 





S®E aicactieuaeal -F Chicago 


"Tors 
pany, Chicago, Ill., in next week’s ‘leone. 





t Com- WHEN you want anice Iron Fence or good For 
Pump, write to Mast, Foos & Co., Springfield, %. 


INGLY, and gives universal satisfaction. 
No family, rich or poor should be without 1t. 
Sold by all Grocers. BEW ARE of imitations 
well designed to mislead. PEARLINE is the 
ONLY SAFE labor-saving compound, and 
always bears the above symbol, and name of 
JAMES PYLE. Ni ‘NEW Rttad = 


MisPOTT'S cAD IRON 


aaa F 


pup HAND 


> oe 
: ADVANTAGES « 


oT BURN THE 4, 
_ po NO" DETACHABLE HAND | 
WALNUT HANDLE, 
DOUBLE POINTED,IRON BOTH WAYS, 


BEST (er ek? CHEAP. 


. THREE IRONS 
ONE HANDLE ANDA STAND TOASET. 


ho). ae. 8 ok ee — ee 


‘HAROWARE TRADE: 
BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits as a WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
“ss indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 

rocer ought to have it on sale. Ask him for > 
D S. WLLTBERGER. Prop., 233 N N. 2d St., 


|. L. CRAGIN & CO., BOBBINS ELRCTIIC 

“9 SOA 116 So. Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia, offer a} give subscribers first- 
class sheet music, piano and vocal, gratis. Write for 
circular, _ Mention this paper. 


ae by Taipton, 


creeping ca eat 


ONE. MILLIO SyEAes 
Th 


,ONGRESS—By James G. | e 
= istory of our vernment fro vy ork Ny 1881, 
Hon. John 8. Wise, M. C. from Va., says : Whoever takes 
dt up, no matter whether he be Mr. Blaine’s friend or 
my; will never put i until he has read the 
tohole.” $200 per month to good agents. 
once, The Hoary Bill Pub. Co., Norwich, Ct. 


Forv am vlegant te 
bath , Hews 1 
to He Fromk's 
—tuy acake to-day — 
SEES ere ai teetnalonen tars 


BURPEE’S SEEDS #7 "riischatea Gone 




















logue. W, ATLEE BuRPEE & Co., Philadelphia. | 








CRSTIORN ORs t R. | 





a MILLION READERS. 





Every Week in the Year. 


ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED. 


Send $1.75 for a year’s subscription, 
and receive the numbers free to January 
ist, 1885, and a full year’s subscription 
from that date. Specimen copies and 


Announcement free. Address 


PERRY MASON & CO., 
41 Temple Place. 





Boston, Mass. 







) 


FLORAL GUIDE 


A beautiful work of 150 pages, Colored Plate, and 1,000 
illustrations, with desc ript ons of the best Flowers and 
Vegetables, prices of Seeds and Plants, and how to 
grow them. Printed in English and German. Price 
only 10 cents, which may be deducted from first order. 

It tells what you want for the Garden. and how to get 
it instead of running to the grocery at the last moment 
to buy whatever seeds happen to be left over, mee ting 


with disappointment afier weeks of waiting. BUY 
ONLY VICK’S SEEDS AT HEADQUARTER* 


JAMES VICK, Rochester, N.Y. 








To keep the pores open, the oil glandsand tubes 
active, and thus furnish an outlet for inipurities in the 





Apply at 


pers iration and blood which cause blotches, biack- 
e , and minor skin blemishes; to cleanse, whiten, 
and beautify the skin; to keep the hands soit, w hite, 
and free from chaps and roughness, prevent con- 
tagious skin and scalp diseases, and to provide an 
| exquisite skin beautifier and toilet bath and nursery 
sanative, redolent with re flower oders and 
healing balsams, use the CUTICURA SOAP, In- 
dorsed by physicians and chemists as absolutely pure 


and highly medicinal. Annual sales, 1,000,000 cakes. 
Sold everywhere. Price, 25 cents. 
Potter Drug and Chemical Co., Boston. 
Send for ** How to Cure Skin Diseases 


: BEST TRUSS EVER USED 


Improved ELASTIC 
RUSS. Worn nich 
and day Sent by mall 
@everywhere. Write for 
full descriptive 
to the 

N.Y. Elastic Truss Co., 
744 Broadway, New York, 








circulars 


SEND oe FLUID 
FOR BEEF 
SAMPLE EXTRACT. 


| Frick & Co., 1107 Market St., Phila., Pat 


SAVE YOUR EYES *.*.q0e"" 


For Young People and the Family, 
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a Cmanent Divine 
depunds on mntere pra dso 
Zep use oF tous Things,”  shuald, by condemned 


the Mone 
Husbands ask your Wives, 
Wives coax your Husbands, 
Sisters persuade your Brothers, 


Brothers tell your Sisters, 
to try the Frank Siddalls Soap. 


[Vol. XXVL, No. 52. 


a 





RY THE FRANK SIDDALLS SOAP 


¢ “He Odvancemmt ote, 


Hold, pehe dfound, § Civilization Christionrty 
erg org +heir uillinaness nis 


os Tt bag ¢ ad wef noes Inembers of Society 


AND NOW IF NOT SET IN YOUR OLD WAYS 
be sure to try The Frank Siddalls Soap for Toilet—Bath— 
Shaving—try it for Washing Dishes—for House-cleaning—for 
Scrubbing—and be sure to try 


The Frank Siddalls Way of Washing Clothes. 
Every subscriber to this paper is specially interested in reading the whole of 


this page, each line is important to every Man Woman and Child or it would not be 
published but would be omitted, and so reduce the cost of the Advertisement 


and Remember there is nothing Stated Here But The Simple Truth 





ms FOR LADIES TO READ oz 
ONLY THINK! ONE SOAP FOR ALL USES! 

To the Housekeeper and her Help, to the Boarding-house Mistress and her Lady 
Boarders, to the Farmer’s Wife and her Daughters, for the Toilet and Bath of every 
Lady of Refinement, The Frank Siddalls Soap offers great advantages. 

Among the Housekeepers of New England (where thrifty housek is proverbial) 
it has gained immense favor, and there is no better evidence of the merits of an article than to 

be able to say that it meets approval in the Homes of New England. 


-———FOR LAUNDRY AND KITCHEN UusE=——— 
JUST THINK! No Scald or Bo No Smell on Wash-day! 
Clothes Clean and ui ite, and as Sweet as if never worn! 
No Rough, Red 


Hands! remain b bot, even if put away for years 
The Soap Positively Guaranteed not to Injure even the Finest Laces! 


Where water or fuel Is scarce, remember that with The Frank Siddalls Soap 
much less fuel, is necessary and afew buckets of water —= Sor a large wash 
CAO, ai ent coir a OO, 

JUST THINK! Flannels and Blankets as Soft as bg ond Bow 


The most delicate Colored Lawns and Prints act 


A girl of 12 or 13 can easily do a large cae aman even en elng tired! 
And best of all, the wash done in less than half the usual time! 


Use The Frank Siddalls Soap for washing Dishes :—it is the only Soap that leaves the 
dish-rag Sweet and White, and the only Soap that can be depended upon to remove the Smell 
of Fish, Onions, etc., from Forks and Dishes. When you have a dirty dish-rag, dont 
blame your servants; it is not their Sault; for you have given them soap made of rancid 

and the result is a foul dish. rag; use The Frank Siddalls Soap, made of Pure Beef Suet, 
and you will have a clean sweet smelling cloth. So here is the Housekeeper’s choice: 
Common Soap and a foul dish-rag—or—The Frank Siddalls Soap and a dish-rag to be proud of 


FOR HOUSE-CLEANINC—— 

This is where The Frank Siddalls Soap a s to the real ladylike Housekeeper. 
Use it for Scrubbing and Cleaning. Use it for washing Paints, Windows and Mirrors, 
Wine-glasses, Goblets, and all Glass Vessels; Soap, as is well known, is not fit ~ 


washing glass, while The Frank Siddalls Soap i is a most elegant thing for this purpose and 
away with the Use of Ammonia. 


Use it for begin} Marble Door Steps, Bureau Tops, Marble Statuary, Mantlepieces, etc. 
ts the nicest thing for Marble thai can be imagined. 
For washing Bed Clothes, and PoSe Gree of Patients with Contagious and Infectious 
Diseases, and for washing Utensils used he Sick-room, it can be relied on to cleanse and 
purify without scalding or boiling a single article. 


——FOR WASHINC BABIES AND BABY CLOTHES=—— 
Babies will not suffer with Prickly Heat, or be trouble with sores of any kind, when 
nothing but The Yrank Siddalls Soap is used, its ingredients being so Pure and Mild. 


Dont use Soda for washing Nursing Bottles or Gum Tubes don? even scald them :—wash 
them only with this Soap, and they will never get sour, but will always be sweet and 


clean. 
——=—FOR THE SCHOOL TEACHER=— 


It is the best thing for washi: blackboards and > slates, gem | them free from 
Blackboards that 











grease; the Soap does not even have to be rinsed off. are considered 
worthless can be restored by washing with The Frank Siddalis Soap. 


nome CO? MEN TO READ weer 
ONLY THINK! ONE SOAP FOR ALL USES! 

The Merchant and his Clerk, the Photographer, the Optician, the Artist, the Jeweler, 

the Printer, the Bather at the Turkish Bath, the Barber, the Hotel, the Stable, 

the Army and the Navy, will all reap great benefit from the The Frank Siddalls Soap. 


——FOR SHAVING 
Its heavy, lasting lather is so different from that of any Shaving Soap that its superiority 
is almost incredible; the face never burns or smarts, no matter how dull the razor, how tender 
the skin, or how closely shaved, and the Sponge and Soap Cup will always be swocet-smelling. 
IMPORTANT FOR SHIPBOARD AND ARMY USE—— 


It washes freely in hard water, and be sure to remember, where water is scarce, that 
The Frank Siddalis Way of Washing only takes a few buckets of water for a large wash. 


——FOR HORSES, HARNESS, CARRIACES, etc.—— 

It is vastly superior to Castile Soap for washing a horse’s mane and tail, while for 
washing Sores, Galls, Scratches, etc., i¢ is indispensable. No Stable is complete 
without it. For Harness it is better than Harness Soap, thoroughly cleansing the 
leather and rendering it soft and pliable, while for washing Cars and Car Windows, 
cleaning the running-gear and bodies of fine carriages, #¢ ts without a rival ; by its use Paint and 
Varnish willlast much longer, and the Windows and Lamps will be as clear as crystal 


The Frank Siddalls — is elegant for washing Printing Ink from the hands, and from 
Printers’ Rollers, T Electrotypes, being much better than Benzine, and safer, as 








shocking accidents > ite often occur from Benzine; and Parents whose children use 
Amateur Printing Pronese should remember this, pe and Rollers washed with The Frank 
Siddalls Soap are in splendid condition for imm use, an take the ink 


readily. 
eum SPECIAL FOR PHYSICIANS === 


To the Physician, the Druggist, the Nurse and the Patient its importance is becoming 
more and more widely known and appreciated, and it is rapidly superseding Imported Castile 
and similar soaps for use in the Sick-room, the Nursery and the Hospital. 
—IN CASE OF INGROWING TOE-NAILS— 
in place of cotton-wool a little of The Frank Siddalls Soap should be kept pressed between 
the nail and tender flesh—one trial will prove its superiority over cotton-wool. 
——AS AN ANTISEPTIC AND DISINFECTANT—— 

For washing Old Running Sores, Bed Sores, Cuts, Wounds and Burns ; for washing 
Chafed Places on Infants and Adults ; for use by persons suffering with Tetter, Ringworm, 
Salt Rheum, Itching Piles, Eruptions on the Face, and for children afflicted with Scaly 
Incrustations, it is without any of the injurious effects so often experienced when other soap 
is used; while for washing the Invalid it is a most valuable aid to the Physician, by 
the thoroughness with which it removes the exhalations from the skin that would otherwise 
tend to counteract the action of his medicines by closing up the pores, and which cannot be 
accomplished by any other soap. 

Letters ot well-known Physicians, describing their experience in their practice with 
e Frank Siddalls Soap, leave no doubt of the truth of these assertions. 
Use st oes washi: 


Sores on the Feet, caused by watking or wearing tigh? shoes. 
lways leave plenty of the lather on—doni rinse the lather of. 


For washing Graduate Measures and Mortars it is better than anything else. 





ving, &c. the same kind of Soap 
Although it seems strangs to use for Toilet, Sha 
that is recommended for kitchen use, still sensible people know that the world 
moves, and will be glad to try The Frank Siddalls Soap. 
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"add a little clean water; 










make the last water soapy; 






































Dont forget to send for Pampiss 
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pleased if you invite some of them in 

and let them see The Frank Siddalls 
Way of Washing Clothes — 

let them see the whole operation :— 


Be sure to let them see the Clothes 
‘ut in to soak. Clams are not a proper model for human beings to copy, for they open their shells to take 
in their accustomed food, but they shut up very tight when anything new comes along 


It will be quite a curiosity for them to 
FOR THEY ARE CLAMS 


see a wash done without scalding or 

boiling a single piece no matter how 2 teudvatiiniien tointimeetidadinas saat saaemaceme 
an ont p allow ngs penetrate their shells that were i i 
unknown to their grandfather clams and to their grandmother clams which so much information has 


dirty or soiled, and without even using 
4 & Wash Rattle to Dest tbe woes in. A Clam is not a good thing for a Housekeeper to copy after :— es Senet = He See A oe paste! 
A Clam is not a good thing for a Farmer to copy after :—is not a good thing for a Grocer to copy after :— fidbinie 


Make the blue water VERY soapy, 
A WIDE-AWAKE HOUSEKEEPER will try new ways that are endorsed by leadi neu 
4 WIDE-AWAKE GROCER will buy the kind of goods his customers call for. 2 "©’SPapers 
; A WIDE-AWAKE MAN always wants to try the Soap he sees highly recommended for Toilet, Bath and Shaving. 
Of course a woman is NOT expected to try every new thing that is offered her; but when the most reliable persin the United haticaa 
endorse in the strongest manner every claim made for The Frank Siddalls Soap, there is certainly no Suodac for not giving hon eon rece | 
trial strictly as directed. Intelligent women are adopting The Frank Siddalls Way of Washing Clothes, and those who have done so are alread 
beginning to look down with pity on persons who are set in their old ways:—§Q DONT BE A CLAM ¥ 



















A celebrated writer of English 
literature was paid an enormous 
rice for preparing this article: 

Children or Grown Persons — 
wishing to improve themselves 
in composition or letter writing 
should carefully read the entire 
page and note the ingenuity by 

























And now let every Man and Woman set aside prejudice 


and try The Frank Siddails Soap. SPECIAL PREMIUM TO THE WIVES oF GROCERS 







































































How a Lady can get the Soap to Try 4 : 38 A most Magnificent Premium can be had by the Wife of every Grocer in the United States. 
At Places where itis Not Sold at the Stores: 23 ng 30 The Premium is a very handsome Velvet Piush Case, containing 6 
Send the retail price 10 cents in money or postage stamps. 2g a £2 5 beautiful Heavy Plated Silver Knives and 6 Forks, manufactured 
Say peane oe advertisement in the “§, 8. Times” Ze < 2300 specially for this purpose, and guaranteed to be the finest quality made. 
ie ae we . a * 
Pituntoe Ho. bacTak toe Seep iaen be! coed ad es az was The Premium is given to the Wile of a Grocer even if her husband does not sell The Frank Siddalls Soap 
: wash-day after receiving it, and that #.3 a SESE] It will be sent after she has made a Thorough Trial of t 
bit of the family wash shall be done with tt. BSS a od 3. at make the trial wal Os cunt ‘oes of Oharp 2 ea a 
Promise No. 2—That sie person sending will personally see 253 a ° & g25 The Wife of a Grocer who desires to get this Valuab} ht i 
that the printed directions for using the J24 3 ou S#\-«] try. cake of The Frank Siddalls Soap on the whole of the ros pular fauutiy wesh 
Soap shall be exactly followed. acs j= A) £2 sir tei by the easy directions, and, then send word by mail to the o in 
By return mall a regular 10-cent cake of Soap £33 _ = Sige] Philadelphia, together with business card or printed advertisement of some kind to 
mye will be sent, postage prepaid; Bea < $3 rte show See her 2 usband is a grocer, or send a bill for groceries bought of some 
wi packed in a neat iron box to make it carry safely, Eng tot 2. tS 
and 15 cents in Postage Stamps will be put on:— ess a ES=S If you sell the Soap you can get a cake out of the store to try :— 
sail this te preathen gm ape ted £23 F Hogg] snot, = cake will be sent by mail, FREE OF CHARGE, if the 3 promises are made. 
because it is believed to be a cheaper way to introduce it $274 v) eed The Premium is NOT sent until AFTER a thorough trial of 
than to send salesmen to sell it to the stores 8 z ~ A] The Frank Siddalis Soap ihas been made, and no letters from any one 
oe uc Sefs asking for information about the Premium will be answered 
If your Satter pots Sn Gtleeinats will bo EbS of ti until AFTER the Soap has been used. 
because you have NOT made the promises, Fy 3 Ww 648 
or because you have sent for more than one cake. = ° 2° . : 
pe topes ear eam | OO eb » Praak Sssdatls Boighft:& fous of Relators ok tepete cant oie 
a ’ gs The Frank Siddalls Soa erson © ent glad to adopt a New, 
the Wife of a Minister or the Wife ofa sp 5 3° =a , P Cl : : 
este ene ey Zz =o is now sold by Easy, od Way of Washing Clothes, in place of the old, hard 
" Wholesale Grocers in How to tell a Person of Intelligence 
ERFECTION nad, bat every city in the A Person of Intelligence will have no difficulty in under- 
ak Siddalls Soap 8 not peri never eines standing and following the very easy and sensible directions. 
a , 
e a pleasant, even toan HAN EO soaps How to tell a Person of Honor 





f those trouble 


A Person of Honor will scorn to d thi to 
e hands and pce Soap is used | If the store you deal with soya gy 


buy the Soap and not follow the directions so strongly urged. 
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“In the Gloaming,”’ 
“Scotland Forever,” 
* Partners,” 
“How Long,’’ 
“The Vesper Hour,” 


and other attractive sub- 
in new and elegant 





ENGRAVINGS and 

ETCHINGS constantly 

being received. Novel- 

ties in MIRRORS. “ 
PAINTINGS by William T. ¥ 

Richards, Lam a in, Paul ‘ 

Weber, Musin, ZuberPubiler, 

Eehtier, Conrad Grab, and 

other prominent artists, at 


vueand @ 
ll the 


Unie 


very attractive prices, 
ant Picture Frames, 


ele 
ROGERS GROUPS. Stained Glass A 
from Munich. #@ Catalogues on receipt of stamp. 


JAMES S. EARLE & SONS, 
$16 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


BOSTON, MASS., 
Builders of the Grand Organs in Tremont Tem 
Boston ; Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; Music E Ate 
Cincinnati ; Church of the Holy Communion, Phila- 
delphia; and of over 1,200 


for every part of the country, We invite attention to 
our new styles of ig RLOR ORGANS, at trom $500 to 
$) “i Ta] ape ard 

MUs 1M MITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are Invited to apply to us direct for all ‘information 
connected with our art. DESCRIPTIVE CIRCU- 
oa KS and specifications furnished on application. 

nd-hand Organs for sale at low pric 


KNAE 


PIAN ES. 
Tone, Touch ch fora Durability. 


Nos. 204 wiiLtam 206 West aes Street, 
Baltimore. No. 112 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 


‘BARGAINS IN LARGE PIPE ORGANS. 


Qoverst sizes for sale—magnificent, perfect and mod- 
ern church organs just built—special reasons for 
as cheap—apply for Coveespeione. Also Cabinet 
rgans (portable)—someth ms new. Also, 
Jardine organ now in St. samen K. Church, N, 
City. H. L. ROOSEVELT, 
149 West Inth 8t., N. ¥. City. 


GOLD Fe ao am 1878. 


Breaklast att Coca 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed, It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
eal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health, 


Sold by Grocers irocers everywhere. 


& CO,, Dorche Dorchester, Mass. 


aaa) No Waste. 
Ne Trouble. 


jj Always Ready. 
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“THE OLD CHAMBERS STREET” 
= hurches, Sunday-schools, Festivals, etc. 
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is] 
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— 
~ 
or. Hudson and Chamber Sts., New York, 
x N Y 
SANDY rok" 8yRSiesBRSEEs. 
Our large experience in furnishing Sunday-schools 
sive facilities, enables us to offer for the Holiday Sea- 
son the finest assortment of mixtures for the money 
in the market, and we warrant all strictly pure. Our 
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| NEW YORK 
oi staee English Chamber Totiet Se a $123 
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Address RIDLEY «& CO., 
Gurins Oe past twenty years, soured with our exten- 


selection of be: autifal pictare-soxee, 1. 1, 36, and \ pound 
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The Sanday Saba Tinie it intendste admit only advertisements that are trustworthy. areas Reworer. om Toy OG party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 


| helpful matter. 





PLANS FOR 1885. 


It is intended that every subscriber to The Sunday School Times shall really be the gainer 


by taking the paper. 


expected. 
who are to have a 


To that end, no effort is spared to bring into its columns the most 
While no announcement made at the beginning of a year can well be more 
| than a partial one, the subscribers have a right to know something as to what may be 
The outlook as here presented will, it is believed, be a gratifying one to those 
share in the good things secured. 


The Critical Notes will be furnished, week by week, during the year, for the Old Testa- 
ment Lessons, by PROFESSOR WILLIAM HENRY GREEN, of Princeton, Chairman of the Old 


Testament Company of American Revisers; and for the N 


Yew Testament Lessons, by EX- 


PRESIDENT THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, of Yale College, Chairman of the New Testament 


Company of American Revisers. 


On each Lesson practical papers will be given by distinguished writers. The REV. DR. 
JOHN A. BROADUS, of Louisville, President of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 


will prepare such notes for the first quarter of the year; 


the REV. DR. DANIEL CURRY, of 


New York, Editor of the Methodist Quarterly Review, for the second quarter ; the REV. DR. 
WILLIAM M. TAYLOR, of the Broadway Tabernacle Congregational Church, New York, for 


the third quarter ; 


and the REV. DR. CHARLES S. ROBINSON, of the Memorial Presbyte- 


rian Church, New York, for the fourth quarter. 


The lesson pages will also contain their usual variety of helpful matter, including the 
popular “ Illustrative Applications,’ by DR. TRUMBULL ; “ Teaching Hints,” by REV. A. F. 
SCHAUFFLER;; “Ilints for the Primary Teacher,” by FAITH LATIMER; “Question Hints,” 
by MISS ANNA T. PEARCE; “ Oriental Lesson-Lights,” “ Blackboard Hints,” etc. 

In addition to the regular lesson matter of the paper, it has been the custom of The Sun- 
day School Times to give to its readers each year a series of side-light lesson articles. The 


writers of these articles are selected with reference to their special fitness to treat the subjects | 
Many distinguished scholars, upon both sides of the ocean, some of whose 
names rarely appear as contributors to either foreign or American periodicals, are to give the | 


assigned them. 
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HALE LE& & KILBURN’S Faxes. BEDS , 
ve hg ery the world over. Greatest 
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Air-tight Joint. 
il ve Toilet Set.| Best ever made. 
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“THE FAVORITE 


CHAIR. Simple, Durable,Ele- 
gant. A positive household luxury. 
50 Changes of po- 
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for Illus. Catalogue. 
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readers of The Sunday School Times the benefit of their skill and learning. 
The following articles, for the first six months of 1885, have aes 4 been secured, and 
farther announcements will be made at a later day. 


FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS: 


By PROFESSOR ADOLF HARNACK, of Giessen, 
Germany :—Early Christianity in Asia Minor. 


By PROFESSOR A. H. SAYCE, of Queen’s College, | 


Oxford, England ;—The Troas of Paul. 


By the REV. DR. HUGH MACMILLAN, of Greenock, 
Scotland :—Christian Growth. 


By the REV. NEWMAN HALL, of London :—Paul in | 


Jerusalem. 

By the REV. DR. M. D, KALOPATHAKES, of Greece: 
—Traces of Early Christianity in Cyprus. 

By BISHOP A. W. THOROLD, of Rochester, Eng- 
land :—The Mind which was in Christ Jesus. 

By BISHOP H. COTTERILL, of Edinburgh, Scot- 
land :—Christ’s Wider Work for the World, 


| 
| 
| 
} 


By BISHOP W. P. WALSH, of Ossory, Ireland :— | 
| logical Seminary :—Paul at Rome. 


The Bible in Christian Lands. 


By DR. EDMUND de PRESSENSE, of Paris:—The | 


Priesthood of Christ. 


By PRESIDENT JAMES McCOSH, Princeton Col- 
lege:—Paul in His Intellectual Characteristics. 


Philadelphia :—Woman’s Place in the Early Church. 

By the REV. DR. A. J. GORDON, of Boston:— 
“Mnason of Cyprus.” 

By BISHOP JOHN F. HURST, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church:—The Imperial Power and the 
Early Church, 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yale Col- 
lege:—Paul’s Sacrifice in the Temple. 


By PROFESSOR MILTON S. TERRY, of Garrett Bib- 
lical Institute :—The Sanhedrin and its Parties. 

By PROFESSOR W. C. MOREY, of Rochester Theo- 
logical Seminary :—A Roman Provincial Trial. 

By the REV. DR. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON, of 
Philadelphia :—The story of Felix and Drusilla. 

By BISHOP H. W. WARREN, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church :—“ Righteousness, Temperance, 
and Judgment to Come.” 

By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. SCHODDE, of Capitol 
University :— Righteousness under the Old Cove- 
nant. 

By PRESIDENT ALVAH HOVEY, of Newton Theo- 
logical Seminary :—The Jewish Colony at Rome. 


By PROFESSOR JAMES STRONG, of Drew Theo- 


By the REV. DR. J. M. BUCKLEY, editor of The 
Christian Advocate :—Paul in Dialectics. 


By PRESIDENT E. G. ROBINSON, of Brown Uni- 


| versity :—The Principle of Christian Obedience. 
By the REV. DR. GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN, of | 


By PRESIDENT THOMAS CHASE of Haverford 


College :—The Bounds of Christian Content. 


| 


By PROFESSOR FRANCIS L. PATTON, of Prince- 


| ton Theological Seminary :—The Excellence of the 


Christian Dispensation. 

By PROFESSOR S. T. LOWRIE, 
Who Wrote Hebrews? 

By PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, of Andover 
Theological Seminary :—Constancy in Prayer. 
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are unequalled in exacting service. 
Used by th the Chief Mechanician of 
the U, S. Coast Survey ; by the Ad- 


miral Commanding in the U. S. 
Naval Seer vanory, tae Astronomi- 
cal work; and by Lecomotive Engi- 

neers, Conductors and Railway men. 
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JOHNSTON’S FLUID BEEF. 


The most popular preparation of the kind in the market, and without doubt 


the most nutritious and finest flavored. 


For the sick and well alike, it is the best 


of diet, and for nursing mothers and summer complaint in children, it is notably 


Vv aluable. 


Consult your physician about it. 


WILLIAM M. SHOEMAKER, Proprietor. 
ROBERT SHOEMAKER & CO., capa. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Hearths, Facings, £c. for Ilustrated Catalogue. 
1435 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia 


Established 1853. 
KEYSTONE Steam Siate & SoapstoneW orks 









Of the pry ae ae most beautiful designs, an all other Slate 
one Work on hand or —~ to order. 


R& BRO: M nufacturers 
JOSEPHS. = 1S. MILLE! : 1208 & 1210 Rides Avenue. 

oat . 1213 Sp Seeing Garden Street. Philadelphia. 
cad Mlustrat Haney ated and Price taste 


fest ridin 

Rides as easy 

80N aswithtwo 
oe n_andshorten accordin ngtothe we ae they 
rry. Equally well adapted to rough country 
roads and fine drives of cities. Aonutactured and 
| ae all the leading Carriage Builders ond Dea- 
leary ’ Timken, Patentce, St 7" ouis. 


COLUMBIA BICYCLES 
AND TRICYCLES. 


For Business, Exercise and Pleasure 
New Illustrated (36 page) Cata- 
», logue sent for stamp. 
THE POPE M’P°G CO., 
» 588 Washington St., Boston, Maas, 
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ENGRAVING I8 HALF-SIZE. 
: POSTPAID. An 
s exact imitation 
of a 50-calibre centre-fire cartridge (11 ade from a 50-caiibre 
shell), with nickel bullet, and ring. Very finely made and 
finished; ban LOUDEST, SHEILLEST whistle we know of. 
Bovery one Sent by mail, prepaid, tor only 25 
| in sliver or i-cent stamps. J. A. Ross & Co. 
math? Dock Dock Square, Bostou, Mass. Mention thie paper. 


* 3 Printing Presst'on" 


Card & label Press,$3. Larger sizes, $5 to 
$75. For old or young. Everything easy; 
printed directions. Send Satampe for cat- 
alogue of Presses, Type, Cards, etc., to 
"_the factory. Kelsey & Co., Meriden, Conn. 
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Bible Correspondence School. Fo “ecules, 


| J. J. A. . WORDEN. 1334 Chestnnt St.. Philadelphia. 


RIDGWAY REFRIGERATOR, 


1518 Chestnut Street Philadelphia. 
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